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Newsletter for the Fisher Bygland Lutheran Parish Lutheran Parish     
            April 2021  

From the Pastor’s desk... THE MESSENGER 
The New Normal 

John 21:3 Simon Peter said to them, "I am going fishing." They said to 

him, "We will go with you." They went out and got into the boat, but 
that night they caught nothing. 

This week we enter into the story of the triumphant entry of Jesus into Jerusalem, his last 

supper with the disciples, unjust trial, torture, death, and resurrection. Last year we were unable to     

worship together in person during Holy Week. This year we will worship in person, and Bygland will even 

hold their Easter pancake breakfast, but we still need to follow Covid guidelines, masking and keeping   

distant from those not living in our household. Things are getting better, but we still are not back to      

normal.   

I can’t help but think of those first witnesses to the resurrection. Their lives were forever changed by the 

events of that holy week. They were not able to “go back to normal” either, even though Peter tried. He 

decided to go back to what he had known before, fishing! But even though it was familiar, it wasn’t the 

same. I think in many ways the next year will be full of similar experiences for us. We will return to the  

familiar, but it won’t quite be the same. This will be true of church as well. We have experienced          

something profoundly life changing. Now we, like the disciples, must look to Jesus to lead us through this 

uncharted territory.  

In the pages that follow you will find a long letter from Bishop Tesch marking the first anniversary of the 

Covid-19 shut down and suggesting ways we might move into the future. One of the ways we are            

encouraged to do that is to focus on our mission of sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ. There are a 

couple of ways you are being encouraged to do that.  

First, the Easter Appeal for our Companion Synod, the Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church and Lutheran 

World Relief’s work in India. Holly Wavra and Arlet Philips participated in the trip to the Andhra       

Evangelical Synod with Bishop Wohlrabe and a group from our synod several years ago, so our parish has 

that personal connection to that area of the world. Both Fisher and Bygland councils have approved gifts 

for $175 to the appeal. The members of the congregations are encouraged to give gifts to match. Our 

hope is that we will have enough offering gifts to send $350 from each congregation. Please make your 

gifts to your congregation with the designation for the Easter Appeal.  

Second, Faith Comes by Hearing has been an organization sponsored by Fisher Lutheran for some years. 

They have an exciting goal to get the audio New Testament distributed throughout the world by 2033. We 

have been supporting the Military Bible Stick program. Our continued gifts are needed. Your gift is invited 

to the congregation designated Faith Comes By Hearing. 

Jesus called his disciples to fish for people. Let us continue to spread his Good News in the world with our 

worship, our service, and our gifts, so that all people may know the most wonderful “new normal” of all, 

life everlasting with our Savior! 

Happy Easter! 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Karen  
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The Bygland Lutheran 
Church Youth Group and 
Sunday school will be 
hosting its annual Easter 
breakfast immediately    
following the sunrise      
service on April 4th here 
at Bygland Lutheran.                                         
We invite the congregation to come enjoy some traditional         
fellowship along with a side of  flap-jacks.   

All are welcome.  

Bygland will have three 5th graders receiving first communion on Maundy Thursday 4-2-21:  Layne 
Egeland, Avery Traub and Courtney Robertson 
 
Adopt a Highway is scheduled for Saturday, 4-24-21 at 10 a.m. weather permitting.  All               
participants should dress accordingly with the weather.  No open toed shoes.  All volunteers must 
be 12 years of age or older.  Volunteers under the age of 18 must have a signed participation slip.  
 
COVID collection guidelines: 
Practice social distancing - stay at least six feet from each other. 
Bring and wear your own gloves and use a trash picking tool whenever possible to minimize direct 
contact. 
Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth while picking trash. 
After trash picking is complete, use hand sanitizer with at least 60% alcohol or disinfectant wipes. 
Do not volunteer if you are sick. 
 

 

QUILTING WILL BEGIN! 

April 12 & 13 (Mon & Tues) and 
April 26 & 27 (Mon & Tues) 

Bygland News  

Fisher News Fisher students  

to receive 1st Communion  
Avery Matthews, Jace Motl, Madison Wallace, Skyler 

Berg, Ean Egeland, Piper Kovarik, Kenley Korynta,    

Tristen Schwarz and Waylon Yarbro  
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 Bygland church invites all who feel comfortable to coffee 
fellowship    following the 9:00 AM worship service.           
6 feet distance between households is respected and 
masks should be worn when not eating and drinking. Sign 
up to host on the calendar in the kitchen. 

 Fisher will also resume fellowship following 9:00 AM    
worship services starting April 18th.  

Parish News  

Congratulation to our newly Baptized members 
 Keeley Shae Iverson was baptized March 11th, 2021 at Fisher Lutheran. Her sponsors are Jordan 

Peterson and Edward Iverson 

 Elliot David Johnson (son of Cody & Katie Johnson) was baptized February 20th, 2021 at Bygland 

Lutheran. His sponsors are Samantha McBain, Jessica Johnson and Joseph Albreeht 

 

Our Sympathy to the family of 
 Susan Moe, her funeral was held at Bygland Lutheran on Tuesday March 16th, 2021 

MULLIGAN CLASSIC GOLF SCRAMBLE 

THURSDAY, JUNE 10TH 

11:00 am 

King’s walk 

$125 individual 

$480 4-person team 

$650 4-person team & hole sponsor 

SPONSORSHIP PACKAGES AVAILABLE 

REGISTATION  

www.northlandsrescuemission.org 

QUESTIONS cin-

dy@jointhemission.org 

Proceeds to benefit the Mission,     

Backpack Program and various           

programs offered.  Vacation Bible School Dates Set: 

July 26-29 4:00-6:00pm at Fisher Lutheran 
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Your ongoing support of Military BibleSticks will now accelerate the spread of God’s Word around 
the world. Every gift will disciple both military families and reach the nations with the “Light of the 
World.”   

Through partnership with thousands of churches across the U.S., over 1.3 
million service members and veterans have received a Military BibleStick, 
and 6.4 billion people now have access to God’s audible Word in their 
heart language.   

WHEN: City of Grand Forks, Saturday, May 

22, 2021 at 11:00 AM 

WHERE: We are currently working with the 

city officials to determine the details, We    

anticipate a route of about one mile followed 

by a 30 minute worship and prayer gathering.  

VISION: To see churches and Christian         

organizations in our area, united in public 

worship to the Lord Jesus Christ.  

MISSION: To be apart of a Worldwide           

movement – to praise and left up the name of 

Jesus.  

MARCH FOR JESUS PHONE NUMBER:         

701-484-2484 
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Council Highlights 
Bygland council met February 10, with 10 members present and 2 absent. 

Devotions were shared and reports received from the secretary, treasurer, and pastor. 

The Covid-19 Preparedness Plan was revised. It was decided to resume Coffee Fellowship following the     

guidelines.  

Building maintenance was reviewed.  

Council members were assigned congregational committee responsibilities. 

The meeting closed with the Lord’s prayer. 

 

Fisher Council met February 17, with seven members present and two absent. There are three open positions 

on the council. 

Devotions were brief following Ash Wednesday worship.  

Reports were received from the secretary, treasurer, financial secretary, and pastor. 

Thank you letters were received from Care and Share, and Valley Senior Living Chaplaincy 

Committee Reports: 

Travis Schwarz will serve with Eric Egeland from Bygland as the contact people for our renters. 

The Education Committee reported that Sunday School will continue via Zoom for this school year. 

Old Business included Constitution report and discussion of new roof. 

New Business included welcome of new council members and discussion of 

who might be asked to fill our open positions. Committee assignments 

were made. The Q & A session with Bishop Tesch was reviewed. It was    

reported that there was a problem with Tithely, our online giving platform, 

that was remedied.  

The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Prayer Concerns as of 3/24/2021 

 
Parish Members 

Heather Moe – kidney disease diagnosis 

Kristen Schwarz – health concerns 

Friends and family 

Jessica Dowling, Ilene Yanish’s granddaughter, recovering from surgery.  

Rowann Larson – Recurrence of lymphoma, home from Mayo Clinic in Rochester. 

Community in Christ 

Victims and families of victims of shooting in Boulder, CO 

Crookston National Guard Unit-Deployed to Kuwait as part of Operation Spartan Shield 

Inmates of Tri-County Correctional Center  

Health Care workers and all affected by COVID-19  

Missionaries Anne and Willie Langdji 

Departed Saints 

Ryker Scott French – Baptized at Bygland, died Thursday, March 18, funeral Wednesday, March 

24 at Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, Moorhead.  

Susan Moe – died March 10, 2021, her funeral was Tuesday, March 16 at Bygland 

Gerald “Shorty” Olson, brother of Jeff Olson, died March 2 
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 “See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? 
I am making a way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland.” Isaiah 43:19 

  
 “‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the Lord, 

‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you, 
plans to give you hope and a future.’” Jeremiah 29:11  

March 11, 2021 
  
Dear Ones in Christ, 
  
I invite you to believe with me that the promises of God spoken by Isaiah and Jeremiah are true. The Holy Spirit of 
God is among us and doing something new. God’s intention for us is a bright and hopeful future. Jesus Christ will see 
to it that his post-pandemic church is more faithful and alive than ever before. Let’s embrace the new thing that  
Jesus is doing among us! 
  
One year ago, I was returning from the Conference of Bishops meeting in Chicago, where we were hearing about 
the outbreak of COVID-19 in the state of Washington and wondering if it would impact our lives back home.  A week 
later, the entire country was shut down.  Few of us saw the coming human and economic devastation.  More   
Americans have been lost than to WWI, WWII and the Vietnam War combined. Thirteen trillion dollars have been 
drained from our economy – costlier than 20 years of war in the Middle East. It has disrupted the church, too.  Last 
Sunday’s story from John’s Gospel saw Jesus turning over tables and taking the temple worship to task. That is a 
way to view this pandemic’s effect on our church: disruption, with honest questions about what worship should be 
and do. As we emerge from this pandemic, it is good to consider what we learned and where we are headed         
together as the congregations of the Northwestern Minnesota Synod of the ELCA. 
  
 I. What We Learned:   The pandemic revealed strengths and exposed growing edges among us. 
Strengths: 
Congregations can change! When needed, congregations are able to embrace change so that community 
can happen, the Gospel can be heard, and neighbors are loved and served. I hope that in the future we’ll 
embrace change when it is just as needful, but maybe doesn’t feel as urgent. 
  
Rostered ministers are adaptive and creative!  Pastors, deacons, and SAMs stepped forward to find new 
and effective ways of doing ministry. I hope that we continue to adapt to a changing world, and that lay 
leaders remain open to the ingenuity and creativity of our rostered ministers. 
  
We know what’s important!  Almost instantly we understood that we needed to do three things: 
(1) find ways to “gather” people around the good news of Jesus and around the gifts of the sacraments; (2) 
find ways to share the good news of Jesus with people beyond our congregation and 
3) find ways to love and serve the most vulnerable.  Let’s keep doing that! 
  
We have gifted and committed people and leaders! In most of our congregations, lay leaders stepped    
forward and new leaders emerged to address the challenges we faced. 
  
We are generous! Despite many obstacles and uncertain economic conditions, people continued to give 
generously for the work of the church.  
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Growing Edges: 
We sometimes lack a sense of shared ministry. In some places, rostered ministers were expected to carry the full 
burden of studying state and federal guidance, organizing people and resources for worship and ministry, and    
keeping people safe. I hope that we can discover the gift of shared ministry in which all of God’s people share their 
authentic gifts for the sake of God’s mission, rather than treating rostered ministers as people we pay to handle our 
religious needs. 
  
We sometimes let anxiety get the best of us. In many places we allowed the voices of the most anxious among us to 
determine our direction and to divert us from our plan. Let’s renew our trust in Jesus: that He is present with us as 
we calmly and prayerfully move forward together. 
  
We sometimes allow politics to spoil our life together. In some places the desire to keep people safe by following 
state and federal guidelines was viewed as a political choice. I hope that we can build a culture in which we live by 
the 8th commandment, which means “explaining our neighbor’s actions in the kindest way” (Martin Luther). 
  
 II. Current Situation:  As I observe our congregations and listen to you, this is what I see and hear. 
We are connecting with more people than ever before.  The proliferation of creativity in sharing the Gospel 
beyond our buildings has meant new people “tuning in” to hear the good news of Jesus!  We must find 
ways to continue engaging with this new and growing community. 
  
Most of our congregations are doing “ok,” some are thriving, and some are struggling mightily.  COVID-19 
has impacted churches differently.  Those who found it difficult to adapt because of a member or minister 
that was unable to utilize technology and those who found themselves mired in disagreements over safe 
guidelines really struggled. 
  
Rostered Ministers are weary. Everything that our rostered ministers do has been both more difficult and 
less satisfying.  Planning and leading worship has required learning new skills while investing more time in 
production and distribution of virtual services. All other aspects of ministry are taking up additional time and 
brain-space because figuring out how to do it safely is so complicated and changes on a case by case   
basis. Most of ministry is less satisfying because ministers can’t provide their services in the ways they 
want to and that feel most effective. 
  
Relationships need TLC. This has been hard on all of us, and the stress has meant that none of us have 
been our best selves.  Take a good hard look at yourself and the people you have related to in church,   
including your rostered minister. How has it gone?  Have there been times of heartache, anger,              
disappointment?  Please give time and effort to restoring these relationships.  Don’t wait for the other to 
make the first move.  Reach out now.  

 III. HOW TO MOVE FORWARD NOW:  Here is some guidance for ministry now and post-pandemic. 

 First and foremost, do not place upon your rostered minister the whole burden of decision making,    
organizing, and carrying out new or changed ministries. This is an opportunity for shared ministry.   

 Care for your rostered minister. Give your rostered minister some extra time off. Realize that just       
because they are at home more does not mean they are not working.  I am sitting in a chair that’s 10 feet 
from the bed I awoke from this morning. I’ve been working here since I sat down at 7 AM, and it is now 
5:30 PM – and I do not have kids at home to teach or care for! 

  Care for each other in your church and community.  Reconcile with the people with whom you butted 
heads. Reach out to people you have not seen, or who suffered great losses, or who have been doing 
the heavy lifting both in your church and in the wider community.   

 Recognize that the pandemic is not over.  Stay abreast of the changing CDC and state guidelines for 
safe gatherings. Accept the advice and consult of people whose vocation it is to advise us regarding 
public health matters. 

 Take stock of where you are. Together as leaders brainstorm:   
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 What have you learned? What are strengths that you would hope to leverage for future ministry, what 
growing edges to work on?   

 What new leaders have stepped forward and how might they need to be equipped? 

 What leaders have been carrying a heavy burden and how might they need to be renewed?   

 Who are you serving now that you were not serving before with whom you need to deepen your     
relationships?  Who have you not seen for a while that you need to reach out to?   

 What new practices are worth keeping?  What old practices are not worth picking up again?   

 Take time to lament. We’ve lost loved ones, cherished gatherings, planned-for celebrations. Allow 
space both privately and publicly for lament.  Consider alternating a psalm or litany of lament with the 
confession of sins or the prayers from week to week.   

 If you are still doing all virtual or remote gatherings (about 20% of our congregations), and it is going 
well, don’t feel the need to rush to in-person gatherings. Make a plan that is based on objective criteria 
provided by public health officials in your county.   

 Base your decisions about in-person worship on the values of Faith, Facts and Love.  Have FAITH 
that Jesus is with you in the midst of this and cares about your congregation even more than you 
do!  Look to those whose vocation it is to collect and evaluate FACTS (physicians and public health 
officials) for information about risk. LOVE your most vulnerable neighbors by designing your plan with 
their interests in mind.   

Think “hybrid.” 

 Most of you have engaged an online congregation that is different from your in-person                  
congregation.  It includes some of the same people who used to be in-person, and some people who 
are new. It will be important to continue to engage them even as you return safely to in-person         
gatherings.   

 We have demonstrated that if we follow the CDC and state guidelines (using no more than 50%     
capacity, physical distancing between households, cloth masks covering the nose and mouth,         
sanitizing frequently touched surfaces, refraining from congregational singing) we can gather without 
spreading the virus.   

Focus your ministry. 

 You have found there are a few things you care about and are good at. Focus on these. Focus        
especially on the things that draw you into relationship with others in your local community. See if you 
can emerge from the pandemic with a reputation as a church that cares for others and not just for 
yourselves.   

 You may have found that some of the things you did before have not been missed. Do not start them 
up again!   

 Find ways to free up your rostered minister’s time so that they can provide leadership for both          
in-person and virtual worship while continuing to have the energy to be creative – without burning 
out!  I asked a recent gathering of leaders what they would gladly give up to be free to do ministry in 
this new environment.  

Here is what they named:   

 Writing the newsletter 

 Doing all the visitation 

 Recruiting all the workers and lay ministers for worship, education, etc. 

 Doing all the secretarial/administrative work that could be done by a member or a very part time staff 
person 

 Attending every committee meeting (Committees are intended to be a way that the life and ministry of 
the church is shared among the laity.) 

 Being the only one organizing, leading, and teaching confirmation 

 Being THE person that keeps up with the safety guidelines (Have a SMART team that takes initiative 
and leads.) 
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 Realize that in-person will be different – and smaller – than it was before COVID-19.   

 Even with the vaccine, there is still a great risk of spreading the virus if we ignore the CDC and state 
guidelines for safe gathering. This is not a political statement. This is about caring for our neighbor – 
putting others’ interests above our own. It’s what followers of Jesus do, and that is who we are!   

 In-person attendance will be smaller now and for some time to come, even after restrictions are    
lifted. This does not necessarily mean that the ones who are not present have left your church. Reach 
out to them and find out how they are making community and growing their faith in Jesus Christ, and 
how your congregation’s gifts and talents can serve them.   

 “Sin boldly (but believe in Jesus more boldly still)!” This statement, attributed to Martin Luther, is   
tailor-made for leaders facing adaptive challenges.  Recognize that whatever you do it will probably 
be at least a little bit wrong, but don’t worry – God’s got your back!   

 Find ways to connect and build community.  I believe that we may be headed toward a 21st century 
church that is much more like the church of the 1st century than it is like the church of the 20th      
century.  In the 20th century, Christian community was imagined as events and gatherings of larger 
numbers of people.  In the first century, Christian community was small groups of people loving and 
supporting one another and worshiping together only when it was safe. There are big advantages to 
small, and even very large churches are often a collection of smaller groups.   

 Think about smaller, mostly lay-led groups connected for study, support, and prayer.   

 Think about using the telephone and virtual platforms for connecting and equipping smaller subsets 
of the congregation – again, utilizing lay-leaders wherever possible.   

 As we move into the future, and it begins to feel that we are “post-pandemic,” think about what    
happens on Sunday not so much as gatherings of individuals but as gatherings of those small,      
supportive groups that are fulfilling people’s need for Christian community.   

 What about remaining all virtual? We need holy experiments of all kinds, but let’s not forget that the 
church stands or falls with the doctrine of The Incarnation. That is the conviction that God became 
human flesh in Jesus Christ, and that God’s Holy Spirit continues to take on flesh in human          
community. We are embodied beings, and the living Word of God is present in the airflow necessary 
for speech.   

Some final thoughts:   

 Look upon your building not as the place where ministry happens, but as the hub for ministry in your 
whole community.   

 The pandemic has taught us that we can be liberated from religious bean counting. Don’t worry 
about keeping close track of “how many people?” unless the answer helps you do ministry. For     
purposes of reporting, rough estimates are good enough.   

What about communion?  Many of you have found safe ways to do communion.  Here is a link to a    
resource on our website, page 20, and on pages 5-6 from this MN Department of Health document.  

Beloved in Christ, you are in my prayers each day. I continue to be amazed by your resiliency and   

faithfulness.  The Holy Spirit is clearly moving among us! Thank you for your partnership in the Gospel! 

  

In Jesus our Brother, 

  

  

  

Rev. Bill Tesch, Bishop 

Northwestern Minnesota Synod, ELCA 

https://nwmnsynod.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f52e21d74e22a27bb1c260f9d&id=23fa09fa77&e=0714f67cfb
https://nwmnsynod.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f52e21d74e22a27bb1c260f9d&id=23fa09fa77&e=0714f67cfb
https://nwmnsynod.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f52e21d74e22a27bb1c260f9d&id=113356464c&e=0714f67cfb
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March 9th, 2021 
  
Dear Friends in Christ, 
In this season of Easter, the ELCA     
congregations in the Northwestern 
Minnesota Synod will RISE UP from the 
darkened tombs of Lent and share the 
good news of Jesus with our partners 
in India.  The Easter message inspires us to worship our risen Lord Jesus, tell of His love and to share            
generously with our neighbors in need in India. 
Over the six weeks in the Easter season, we will hear messages of hope from Pastors Dave Wangaard 
(Lutheran World Relief), Andrew Ronnevik (former pastor in our Synod who went to India on a Companion 
Synod trip), and Karla Mickelson (Synod staff).  The messages will be rooted in the resurrection story and 
will also explore how the Northwestern Minnesota Synod and our partners in India can be the risen church 
of Jesus Christ together.  Through prayers, sermons, and studies, we will engage in fruitful dialogue, and will 
raise dollars and awareness and of ways to be God's church in the world together.   
  
The money raised will be spilt evenly between our Companion Synod, the Andhra Evangelical Lutheran 
Church (AELC) and Lutheran World Relief’s work in India.  The money for the Companion Synod will be used 
to increase our capacity to form a deeper relationship with our global Companion Synod in India, and to   
address their emerging needs in the church due to COVID-19, especially among the homeless.  The money 
for Lutheran World Relief will go toward flood recovery and resilience along the border between India and 
Nepal.  For more information about both of these ministries, check out this page. 
Some ways to raise money for this appeal: 
+If each congregation in our Synod used this resource and gave one Sunday of pulpit supply (recommended 
amount of $175) for all three sermons (3 for 1), which would be $175 x 222 congregations, we could raise 
$38,000. 
+During the month of May, if your congregation takes a special offering (by passing the plates a second 
time, providing special envelopes OR asking a member to incentivize through a match), 100% raised will go 
to support God's church in India. 
+Your youth group, Sunday School, women's and men's groups, foundations, endowments, and other funds 
can be designated, and 100% raised will go to support God's work in India. 
+Ask for a donation from each member who participates in the four-week Easter Adult Faith Formation 
study on Christianity in India, led by Pastor Ronnevik; 100% given will go to support God's work in India. 
+You can personally make a donation, and 100% raised will go to support God's work in India. 
Resources, including the three sermons that will follow the Revised Common Lectionary for April 11th (John 
20:19-31), April 18th (Luke 24:36b-48) and May 16th (John 17:6-19), and other worship and education        
opportunities, will be available on the Synod website at www.nwmnsynod.org; look for the Easter Appeal 
banner on the top of the home page. Donations may be made by clicking on the donate button on our       
website, or sending a check made out to the Northwestern Minnesota Synod, with “Easter Appeal” in the 
memo.   
Our Synod Assembly worship offering on May 22nd will be designated to this campaign, and together we 
will celebrate our goals achieved.  Let's rise up, church, and make a difference together with our brothers 
and sisters in our Companion Synod in India!  
In Christ our Brother, 
Rev. Bill Tesch, Bishop 
Northwestern Minnesota Synod, ELCA  

http://nwmnsynod.org/assets/Information-Sheet-on-Companion-Synod-and-LWR.pdf
http://www.nwmnsynod.org/
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Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church 
(AELC) of India 

It is in joining hands with our global companions and missionaries that we are all 

strengthened for mission. 

Rev. Rafael Malpica-Padilla, Director of ELCA Global Mission 

We in the Northwestern Minnesota Synod are joining hands with our Companion Synod, 

the Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church (AELC) in the Indian state of Andhra Pradesh. 

By walking hand in hand with our Companion Synod, we are practicing accompaniment – a way of seeing 

the world and engaging one another in global mission that places mutual relationship at its core. In this     

relationship, we experience the persistence and resilience of our brothers and sisters in Andhra Pradesh.  

Gifted local leaders carry out the programs and ministries the ELCA helps support. Together, we Lutherans 

in northwest Minnesota and in Andhra Pradesh are reshaping the manner in which we engage in global    

mission ventures. 

Stats & Facts 
 

Our companion synod includes: 
Over 800,000 baptized members 
Over 5000 congregations 
600 ordained pastors and a large number of lay workers 

 
Like Our Synod… 

Like the folks in our synod, about 80% of the members are 
from rural backgrounds. 

Like the members of our synod, residents of Andhra Pradesh 
regularly battle overland flooding when monsoon rains 
spread across the flat fields. They reached out to us with 
funds for flood relief in 2009. 

Like our synod, the Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church serves people through educational, medical, and 
social ministries and does evangelical outreach. 

Like the women’s ministry we have in our church, the AELC has a small group of women church 
workers, the Bible Women, who reach out to other women with the Good News. 

Like the institutions of our church, the AELC operates a college of education, 24 primary and sec-
ondary schools, two seminaries, vocational training schools, a Bible school, two hospitals, a 
nursing school, and health clinics which fight again communicable diseases. 

 
Unlike Our Synod… 

Andhra Pradesh has 76 million people and is in the tropics. 
The predominant language is Telugu. 
A little less than 90% of the residents are Hindu, a little less than 10% are Muslim, and about 3% are 

Christians. 

It’s an agricultural area where rice, sugar cane, tobacco, and oilseeds are grown. 
Coal and iron ore are mined, and electronics are manufactured. 

http://nwmnsynod.org/ministry/synod-womens-organization-swo/
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We know that communities across Asia are among the most vulnerable to the effects of climate change and 
natural disasters. 
Lutheran World Relief finds solutions specific to the needs of each community so families can lift 
themselves out of poverty and better prepare for the next unexpected challenge. 
Lutheran World Relief works alongside communities to help farming families replace decades-old farming 
methods with climate-smart sustainable solutions, so they can improve crop yields and grow more and nu-
tritious foods. 
And in the aftermath of a disaster, Lutheran World Relief provides immediate aid — like clean water, shelter 
and household essentials — and supports communities for long-term recovery by helping them develop dis-
aster risk management plans and rebuild stronger. 
 

Lutheran World Relief’s Work in India 

Lutheran World Relief has been working in India since the 1950s, and today operates in three of India’s 
poorest states, Bihar, Uttar Pradesh and Jharkland, where farming is a primary means of income for families. 
Our programs in agriculture and food security, climate change adaptation and disaster risk reduction, and 
emergency response break the cycle of poverty for rural, marginalized populations, including tribals, women 
and Dalits. 
 

Emergency Operations 

In the aftermath of a disaster, Lutheran World Relief provides immediate aid — like food, water, household 
essentials, shelter construction materials and support for livelihood recovery. We are committed to interna-
tional standards of quality and accountability in emergency operations and believe strongly that those affected 
by disasters have a right to life with dignity, the right to receive humanitarian assistance, and the right to pro-
tection and security, in line with the Humanitarian Charter. Therefore, Lutheran World Relief provides appro-
priate and effective services to the communities we serve and is accountable to these populations, as well as 
donors funding our work. In India, Lutheran World Relief and our partners responded to families affected by 
the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami and the 2008 and 2017 Bihar floods. 
 

Climate Change Adaptation & Disaster Risk Reduction 

India is vulnerable to frequent natural disasters, including flash foods, landslides and earthquakes. And 
poor, rural communities have few resources to prepare for or mitigate the effects of these hazards and even 
fewer resources to recover. To reduce the impact of these hazards, Lutheran World Relief helps communi-
ties develop disaster risk management plans and form village-level Disaster Management Committees. We 
also partner with local universities to provide flood-tolerant rice and wheat seed varieties to farmers, which 
can survive up to 14 days submerged in water. Additionally, we are helping farmers purchase insurance to 
financially protect their families and livelihoods in case of a disaster. 


