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June 28, 2020  
4th Sunday after Pentecost 
 
Introduction to the day 
The welcome of baptism is for all God’s 
children. This baptismal gift sets us free 
from the power of sin and death. In today’s 
gospel, Christ promises that the disciple 
who gives a cup of cold water to the little 
ones serves Christ himself. From worship 
we are sent on our baptismal mission: to 
serve the little ones of this world and to be 
a sign of God’s merciful welcome. 
 
GATHERING 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you 
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into 
the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, 
known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and 
uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with 
Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God 
strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 
 

GATHERING SONG Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us
 
1. Lord of glory, you have bought us 
with your lifeblood as the price, 
never grudging for the lost ones 
that tremendous sacrifice; 
and with that have freely given 
blessings countless as the sand 
to the unthankful and the evil 
with your own unsparing hand.

 
2. Grant us hearts, dear Lord, to give you 
gladly, freely, of your own. 
With the sunshine of your goodness 
melt our thankless hearts of stone 
till our cold and selfish natures, 
warmed by you, at length believe 
that more happy and more blessed 
'tis to give than to receive. 
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3. Wondrous honor you have given 
to our humblest charity 
in your own mysterious sentence, 
"You have done it all to me." 
Naked, sick, in prison, hungry-- 
in the least, your face we view, 
saying by your poor and needy, 
"Give as I have giv'n to you." 
 

4. Lord of glory, you have bought us 
with your lifeblood as the price, 
never grudging for the lost ones 
that tremendous sacrifice. 
Give us faith to trust you boldly, 
hope, to stay our souls on you: 
but, oh, best of all your graces, 
with your love our love renew.

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray... O God, you direct our lives by your grace, and your words of justice and mercy reshape 
the world. Mold us into a people who welcome your word and serve one another, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

WORD 
 

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 28:5-9 
A reading from Jeremiah. 
Through a symbolic action Jeremiah insisted that Judah and all the surrounding nations should submit to 
the king of Babylon (Jer. 27). Hananiah contradicted the word of Jeremiah, who in reply insisted that 
Hananiah’s rosy prediction should not be believed until it came true. God confirmed the word of Jeremiah 
and sentenced the false prophet Hananiah to death (vv. 16-17). 

5The prophet Jeremiah spoke to the prophet Hananiah in the presence of the priests and all the people 
who were standing in the house of the LORD; 6and the prophet Jeremiah said, “Amen! May the LORD do 
so; may the LORD fulfill the words that you have prophesied, and bring back to this place from Babylon 
the vessels of the house of the LORD, and all the exiles. 7But listen now to this word that I speak in your 
hearing and in the hearing of all the people. 8The prophets who preceded you and me from ancient 
times prophesied war, famine, and pestilence against many countries and great kingdoms. 9As for the 
prophet who prophesies peace, when the word of that prophet comes true, then it will be known that 
the LORD has truly sent the prophet.” 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

PSALM: Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18 
Your love, O LORD, forever will I sing. (Ps. 89:1) 

 1Your love, O LORD, forever will I sing; from age to age my mouth will proclaim your faithfulness. 
 2For I am persuaded that your steadfast love is established forever; you have set your faithfulness 
firmly in the heavens. 
 3“I have made a covenant with my chosen one; I have sworn an oath to David my servant: 
 4‘I will establish your line forever, and preserve your throne for all generations.’ ”  
 15Happy are the people who know the festal shout! They walk, O LORD, in the light of your presence. 
 16They rejoice daily in your name; they are jubilant in your righteousness. 
 17For you are the glory of their strength, and by your favor our might is exalted. 
 18Truly, our shield belongs to the LORD; our king to the Holy One of Israel.  
 
 
 
 
 



3 

 

SECOND READING: Romans 6:12-23 
A reading from Romans. 
Sin is an enslaving power which motivates us to live self-serving, disobedient lives. Sin’s final payoff is 
death. We, however, have been set free from sin’s slavery to live obediently under God’s grace, whose 
end is the free gift of eternal life. 

12Do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their passions. 13No longer 
present your members to sin as instruments of wickedness, but present yourselves to God as those who 
have been brought from death to life, and present your members to God as instruments of 
righteousness. 14For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace. 
 15What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means! 16Do you not 
know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you 
obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness? 17But thanks be 
to God that you, having once been slaves of sin, have become obedient from the heart to the form of 
teaching to which you were entrusted, 18and that you, having been set free from sin, have become 
slaves of righteousness. 19I am speaking in human terms because of your natural limitations. For just as 
you once presented your members as slaves to impurity and to greater and greater iniquity, so now 
present your members as slaves to righteousness for sanctification. 20When you were slaves of sin, you 
were free in regard to righteousness. 21So what advantage did you then get from the things of which you 
now are ashamed? The end of those things is death. 22But now that you have been freed from sin and 
enslaved to God, the advantage you get is sanctification. The end is eternal life. 23For the wages of sin is 
death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia. You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a | holy nation,* in order that you may proclaim the 
mighty acts of the one who called you out of darkness into his | marvelous light. Alleluia. (1 Peter 2:9) 

GOSPEL: Matthew 10:40-42 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
When Jesus sends his disciples out as missionaries, he warns them of persecution and hardships they will 
face. He also promises to reward any who aid his followers and support their ministry. 

[Jesus said to the twelve:] 40“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me 
welcomes the one who sent me. 41Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a 
prophet’s reward; and whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name of a righteous person will 
receive the reward of the righteous; 42and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little 
ones in the name of a disciple—truly I tell you, none of these will lose their reward.” 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound 
 
1. Amazing grace! how sweet the sound 
 that saved a wretch like me! 
 I once was lost, but now am found; 
 was blind, but now I see. 
 
 

 
2. 'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
 and grace my fears relieved; 
 how precious did that grace appear 
 the hour I first believed! 
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3. Through many dangers, toils, and snares  
 I have already come; 
 'tis grace has brought me safe thus far, 
 and grace will lead me home. 
 
4. The Lord has promised good to me; 
 his word my hope secures; 
 he will my shield and portion be 
 as long as life endures.

 
5. When we've been there ten thousand 

years, 
 bright shining as the sun, 
 we've no less days to sing God's praise 
 than when we'd first begun.

 

CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our 
Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Although distant from each other, we are called to join together to pray for our needy world. In response 
to each bid, you are invited to offer your own prayers, silently or aloud, and to conclude each petition 
with the words Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
Let us pray for the church of Jesus Christ around the world. 
A time for prayer.   
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
Let us pray for our own congregations, Fisher and Bygland, and for our leadership. 
A time for prayer.   
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
Let us pray for our faith to be strengthened and renewed during this season of growth. 
A time for prayer. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
Let us pray for the health of the earth – its lands, its seas, its animals. 
A time for prayer. 
Hear us, O God. your mercy is great. 
Let us pray for those who work in our fields and produce our food. 
A time for prayer. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
Let us pray for peace between and within nations. 
A time for prayer. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
Let us pray for President Trump, the Congress, the Supreme Court, Governor Walz and the Minnesota 
Legislature. 
A time for prayer. 
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Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
Let us pray for a meaningful and safe observance of the founding of the United States of America this 
Fourth of July. 
A time for prayer. 
Hear us, O God. your mercy is great. 
Let us pray for those who are oppressed, or enslaved, or poverty-stricken. 
A time for prayer. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
Let us pray for an end to racism. 
A time for prayer. 
Hear us, O God. your mercy is great. 
Let us pray for all police and law enforcement officers as they carry out their duties to serve and protect 
the public. 
A time for prayer. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
Let us pray for all who are sick or sorrowing, especially.... 
A time for prayer. 
Hear us, O God. your mercy is great. 
Let us pray for all affected by Covid-19, medical workers, and researchers, . 
A time for prayer. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
Let us thank God for all those who have died in the faith, and let us pray that at our end we will join 
them in God’s presence. 
A time for prayer. 
Receive our praise, O God. Your mercy is great. 
O God, the Holy One, you are yourself the cup of cold water we crave, relieving our deep thirst. Receive 
these prayers for the sake of Jesus Christ, for your mercy is great, now and forever. Amen 
 

PEACE~ The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 

MEAL 
 

OFFERING 
All worship is an offering to God. At this time you are encouraged to give your tithes and offerings to 
your congregation. Offerings can be sent to P.O. Box 127, Fisher, MN 56723. 
You may also give your offering online at fisherbygland.org.  
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray…God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is as firm as the 
heavens. Water and word, wine and bread: these are signs of your abundant grace. Nourish us 
through these gifts, that we might proclaim your steadfast love in our communities and in the world, 
through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song. Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
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DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise 
to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and 
the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the 
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it 
to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Friends of Jesus, come to the table. 
Receive nourishment for your journey. 
 

COMMUNION 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray…God of the welcome table, in this meal we have feasted on your goodness and have been 
united by your presence among us. Empower us to go forth sustained by these gifts so that we may 
share your neighborly love with all, through Jesus Christ, the giver of abundant life. Amen. 
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SENDING 
 

BLESSING 
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor 
height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus. God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, who creates, redeems, and comforts, bless you and 
keep you in eternal love. Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG O Beautiful for Spacious Skies: America the Beautiful 
 
1. O beautiful for spacious skies, 
for amber waves of grain, 
for purple mountain majesties 
above the fruited plain: 
America! America! 
God shed his grace on thee, 
and crown thy good with brotherhood 
from sea to shining sea. 
 

2. O beautiful for heroes proved 
in liberating strife, 
who more than self their country loved, 
and mercy more than life: 
America! America! 
May God thy gold refine, 
till all success be nobleness, 
and ev'ry gain divine. 
 

3. O beautiful for patriot dream 
that sees beyond the years 
thine alabaster cities gleam, 
undimmed by human tears: 

America! America! 
God mend thine ev'ry flaw, 
confirm thy soul in self-control, 
thy liberty in law.

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
From sundaysandseasons.com 
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Lutherans and Netflix 
The ELCA has found itself in the Netflix spotlight recently. The Netflix series Sweet Magnolias, written by 
ELCA member Sheryl Anderson, began streaming May 19 and features a fictional ELCA congregation. 
The main characters turn to their church for the community, grace and support that Lutherans can count 
on. Meanwhile, the Rev. Noah Hepler of Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Atonement appeared on 
season 5 of Queer Eye, with his congregation and his mindset getting a makeover from the Fab Five. 
Give these great Lutheran-featuring shows a watch! 

Thrive: Share your videos with #ELCAChurchTogether 
2020 has been a challenging year so far, and it can sometimes be hard to see how congregations are 
thriving during a crisis. But this is also a time where we’ve seen God’s love and mercy shining through. 
So, we want to know how you continue to thrive! Record a video to tell a short story or provide an 
example of how your faith is currently thriving. When you are done, post it to social media 
using #ELCAChurchTogether. We may even share your videos on our social media. Please film your 
videos in landscape-orientation and keep them shorter than one minute. 

https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fwww.livinglutheran.org%2f2020%2f06%2fa-faithful-witness%2f&srcid=229126&srctid=1&erid=8a30e16b-34d0-48ea-b15d-7cc03ce1bb2e&trid=8a30e16b-34d0-48ea-b15d-7cc03ce1bb2e
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COVID-19 resources for ELCA congregations and members 
With the outbreaks of coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) in the United States and around the world, 
our church and its leaders continue to minister to its members, to those who are hurting and searching for 
peace, and to those in need. Resources are available to help congregations and members stay 
connected and resilient during this crisis. Visit ELCA.org/publichealth for online worship best practices, 
FAQs regarding government assistance programs, video messages from ELCA Presiding Bishop 
Elizabeth Eaton and resources to help you practice your faith at home. 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL MESSAGE 

June 28, 2020 
LECTIONARY 13 
On Being Welcomed 

Jesus emphasizes many times that his disciples 
are his representatives in the world. When 
people encounter his followers, they encounter 
Jesus. This is a phenomenal calling that certainly 
points to God’s grace in the lives of Jesus’ 
followers. We couldn’t possibly claim to be the 
presence of Jesus without the Spirit and God’s 
grace poured on us in baptism. 

One way the church helps people to know God in 
Jesus is by showing up, being present, engaging authentically with others. When Jesus sent his disciples 
out to witness to the kingdom in words and deeds, he sent them out not only to welcome others but to 
be welcomed. 

In a time when many of our human encounters are mediated by electronic social networks and distant 
forms of communication, we might lose sight of what it means to welcome others and to be welcomed 
in homes, at meals, or in another person’s place of worship. It can be humbling to allow another person 
to welcome us and to show us hospitality and grace. 

When we allow others to welcome us in whatever way they do, we allow some encounter with Christ to 
occur. Perhaps it is meeting for coffee or going for a walk. Maybe it means going into another person’s 
neighborhood that is new to us. Maybe it’s receiving dinner as another prepares it, humbly or 
extravagantly, in their home, or as we join them at their favorite restaurant. 

Have you ever been invited to someone’s home or event and turned them down? You may have had 
good reason, or maybe you just didn’t feel like going. What does it mean to allow others to welcome us 
into their lives by accepting their invitations? It is a blessing to them. It is also, as Jesus tells us, a 
welcoming of God who sent Jesus and us to show love by letting others show us hospitality. 

 

https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2felca.org%2fpublichealth&srcid=229126&srctid=1&erid=8a30e16b-34d0-48ea-b15d-7cc03ce1bb2e&trid=8a30e16b-34d0-48ea-b15d-7cc03ce1bb2e

