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Newsletter for the Fisher Bygland Lutheran Parish Lutheran Parish June & July, 2019  

From the Pastor’s desk... THE MESSENGER 
A Year of Stewardship: Taboos 

Talking about money is a taboo in general. Talking about money in church can create 

multiple problems. If someone talks about the blessing tithing is in their life, they 

might be seen as stepping “over the line” or bragging. We don’t want to offend     

people or make them uncomfortable. We have heard stories about past practices that shamed people 

into giving, for example, posting individual offerings for all the congregation to see. There was a day 

when personal visits were made to members to ask for their financial intentions toward the church. 

These meetings sometimes ended with members feeling inadequate or put down in their financial 

stewardship. No one wants to hurt someone’s feelings. So we avoid talking about the subject.  

Another taboo we have in the church is the mistaken notion that the financial life of the congregation is 

separate from the spiritual life of the congregation. This notion perpetuates the idea that the            

purpose of our congregations’ finances is to simply keep the doors open. Nothing could be further from 

the truth. If our congregations’ finances are turned inward, so will the spiritual life of the congregations 

be turned inward. If our congregations are asking how their financial resources can serve Jesus and his 

church wherever there is need, so will the congregation be serving wherever there is need.  

A third taboo we have in the church is the idea that the pastor should not know what members of the 

congregation give. This might influence the way the pastor treats people. If pastoral care is influenced 

by how much people give in offerings, you need a new pastor.  

A fourth taboo, one that I have personally fallen victim to, is that the pastor should not ask people to 

give to the church because the pastoral salary package is the largest expense in the church budget. If 

the purpose of stewardship ministry is to raise money for the church to pay its bills, then this would be 

true. But if the purpose of stewardship ministry is to help people grow in their relationship with  Jesus, 

the pastor should indeed be involved.   

There are those who do not want us to talk about money in the church because they want to keep their 

money separate from their spiritual life. They want us to let them go on pretending that there is a   

spiritual/financial divide in their lives. We need to break all the taboos concerning talking about money 

in the church because Jesus calls us to faithfulness. The purpose of stewardship ministry to help people 

grow in their relationship with Jesus. Breaking taboos helps us to grow in that relationship. 

I will close with some hopeful, helpful words from Isaiah chapter 55, “Ho, everyone who thirsts, come 
to the waters; and you that have no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without 
money and without price.” God’s love for us is priceless. Our lives are in his hands. He offers us          
salvation and life everlasting with his own life as the price. We are invited to his table without cost. Our 
financial stewardship is a response to this unconditional love. What an awesome thing to talk about!  
 

~Pastor Karen 
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FISHER NEWS 

QUILTING  

June 3rd & 4th at 9:00 AM          

June 24th & 25th at 9:00 AM 

July 8th & 9th at 9:00 AM 

July22nd & 23rd at 9:00 AM 

  

  BIBLE STUDY 

   June 19th at 9:00 AM 

   July 17th at 9:00 AM   

Congratulations to Fisher 

Lutherans Confirmands  
 

 Aaron Egeland 

 Joseph Jorgenson  

 Ben Ross 

 Chynna Speldrich 

 

Congratulations 

Class of 2019!!! 

 This spring the FLC Sunday School children have been participating in lessons centered on 
Lent and Easter.  Our Spark Lectionary series connects Sunday School to the church year with 
readings from revised common lectionary.  Each Sunday, the children are engaged with hands-on 
learning, including activities, interactive games and creative crafts.  
 Over the past year, the Sunday School students have been collecting Noisy Offerings in   
metal   buckets during their Gathering session on the first Sunday of each month.  They’ve also   
given all FLC worshipers a chance to contribute with students collecting coins during the church  
service. It’s been glorious to hear the loose change RING as it was collected!  Over $255 was   
gathered January – May and was donated to Pathways Lutheran Outdoor Ministries. 
 On the second Sunday of each month, FLC Sunday School students rejoiced as they          
celebrated the anniversary of becoming children of God in the sacrament of Baptism. 
 Mission Sunday was observed on the third Sunday of the month with children encouraged to       
contribute any of the current items needed by the Northlands Rescue Mission in Grand Forks in lieu 
of a monetary offering. 
 Each year the children are delighted to create unique gifts for all of the mother’s and father’s 
in the congregation!  From the youngest to the oldest, the children took part in assembling special 
gifts to let their fellow FLC church members know how much they mean to them! 
 As our Sunday School year comes to a close, we reflect on the lessons learned and how we 
have grown in faith throughout the year. Thank you to those who have shared their time, talents and 
treasures with us to help build our community of faith.   

Fisher Sunday School News 
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BYGLAND NEWS      Bygland Lutheran Church 

           Sunday School News 
 

The end of another Sunday school year is upon us as is the feeling of anticipation for warmer weather and all 

that summer is sure to bring.  We have had another successful year of learning about our faith in Jesus and the stories 

of the Bible.  In the winter months, our studies focused on the stories of both the Old and New Testaments:  Adam and 

the apple; the awesomeness of creation; Noah and the ark; Blessing for Hannah, a baby boy named Samuel; Jesus   

commanding “Let the little children come to me!”; Joseph and the coat of many colors; Daniel and the lion’s den;      

David and Goliath; Elijah; the fiery furnace; grace given to Peter; the Holy Spirit descending upon on disciples; 

Sampson and Delilah; Joshua and the battle of  Jericho; and Jonah and the Whale.  With all the weather related         

cancellations we sure missed a lot of days to share about the  Bible, however in retrospect of all the stories we were 

able to share, we did indeed cover a lot of ground.  Our stories were filled with movement activities, crafts, songs, 

some videos, and lots of imagination. 

Beginning in March and lasting through the month of April, we embarked upon a multisensory, engaging       

experience through the most amazing and thought provoking Easter Journey.  We experienced the excitement            

surrounding Jesus’ arrival in Jerusalem (where the crowds and masses praised Jesus as he entered Jerusalem, we 

were able to follow Jesus and reflect on the goodness of God and praise Jesus), the significance of the Last Supper 

(where Jesus demonstrated his message of loving others by serving his friends, Jesus is the ultimate servant, we follow 

Jesus when we serve others), the darkness at Gethsemane (when Jesus faced difficult times, he modeled what we can 

do – turn to God in prayer.  Jesus said to God, “Not as I will, but as you will.”  When we’re in the middles of a difficult 

situation, we can follow Jesus and his example of relying on God), the sacrifice Jesus made on the cross (Jesus’ love 

for us is great that he suffered and died for us.  He endured terrible pain and humiliation so we could be forgiven and 

live forever with him in heaven.  We follow Jesus when we accept Jesus’ sacrifice for us), and the joy of the            

resurrection (We follow Jesus because he died for  our  sins.  Jesus is alive because God brought him back to life.  

We   follow Jesus because he loves and forgives us.  This was an amazing journey and I hope that you ask one of the      

Sunday school students to share with you the Easter story as I am sure their experiences will enlighten you. 

The students participated in a parade of palms on Palm Sunday prior to the service and followed that             

experience up by creating their own resurrection eggs to bring home and share with their families.  I hope each family 

enjoyed their creations and stories. 

The students sold M & M (Mission Money) tubes in order to raise funds to support the purchase of food for the 

Greater Grand Forks Feed My Starving Children packing event.  Our group invited congregational members to pack 

food with them on Friday, April 26, 2019.  Our shift packed 249 boxes which equaled 53, 784 meals.  Those meals 

will feed 147 children for one year.  Wow!  What an impact! 

Thank you to all of those participated:  Barry, Rachel, Emma, Owen, & Avery 

Traub; Logan, Rylan, Becky, & Eric Egeland; Zach & Kent Wavra; Jaydee     

Jenson; Pastor Karen Young-Trenne; Arnold & Arlet Phillips; and Becky Moe. 

 Awards Sunday was held on Sunday, April 28, 2019.  All students were 

given participation awards along with special awards for attendance a               

participation in service projects. We thanked all the Sunday school parents for 

getting their children to Sunday school, as attendance is vital to their spiritual 

growth.  We are grateful to them for making Sunday school a priority for their 

families.  We thanked all of the teachers for voluntarily serving in our ministry.  

We are truly blessed to have such a committed group willing to share their time 

and talents with our young people helping them grow their relationships with 

God.   

 We offer our congratulations to our fifth graders in receiving their first 

communion (Avynn Thorson, Reighan Wavra, and Sophie Pecka.  Welcome to 

the table.  We also offer our congratulations to the 9th grade confirmands (Rylan    

Egeland, Zach Wavra, and Jaydee Jenson).  May the Holy Spirit continue to fill 

your heart s and guide you throughout your days.   

 Save the date:  Rally Sunday will be Sunday, September 8, 2019.  

We look forward to welcoming new and returning students.   
             Bygland Confirmands 2019 
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Jesus entering  
Jerusalem  

Experiencing the Last Supper 
                 Washing Feet 

Visiting the empty tomb on  
Easter morn  

        In the Garden of Gethsemane 

               Good Friday 

        Following Jesus 

          Feed My Starving Children 2019 
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Bygland Lutheran Church Youth Group News 
The youth group has had a busy school year!  They have had a lot of fun and in addition have been working on  

fundraising for their upcoming trip to Chicago this coming summer.  Here’s a peak at what they have been up to: 

They gathered last fall for a bike and hike at Itasca State Park, 

played board games and enjoyed a historical lake tour on  

Saturday, September 29, 2018. 

They participated in the Greater Grand Forks 

Confirmation Event at the Chester Fritz       

Auditorium on Wednesday, January 23, 2019. 

 

They took a day trip to ski and snow tube at      

Andes Tower Hills in Kensington, MN on         

Monday, February 18, 2019. 

      They attended the United 

Lutheran Church Peter  

Eide concert and benefit 

dinner to support the  

United Youth Group     

Mission trip to Hartford, 

CT on Wednesday, April 

24, 2019. 

       They gathered for dinner and a movie at 

the  church, experiencing the inspiring an   

unknown true story behind Mercy Me’s  

beloved, chart topping song “I Can Only 

Imagine” on Wednesday, May 22, 2019. 

They hosted 1 rummage sale; two pulled pork luncheons and one burger/chicken 

strip luncheon at the EGF VFW Club; 2 Lenten meals; a fundraising letter     

campaign; and a Schwan’s fundraising campaign. 

Participated in 2 sessions of 

Adopt-A-Highway and 1 

session of Feed My     

Starving Children. 
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"The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and keep it.”   

Genesis 2:15 
 

God gave mankind a command and told him that he must tend or keep the garden.  The Hebrew 
word for “tend” or some translations say “keep” is “shamar” and it means more than just keep it 
neat and tidy.  The Hebrew word means “to guard” or “to watch and protect.”  The other        
Hebrew word in this verse that’s very important is the word “work” or as some translations 

more  accurately say “to cultivate” and is from the Hebrew word “abad” meaning “to serve” so Genesis 2:15 would 
better read as:  “The Lord God took man and put him in the garden of Eden to serve it and to guard and protect it.”  That 
means that we are stewards of the earth and the Master will require of us an account on how we’ve been stewards of 
what He has given us.  So far, it’s not been good stewardship to say the least. The oceans and water systems are full of 
plastic, wreaking havoc on our ecosystems; the land is full of trash contaminating our soil; the air is full of smog filling our 
lungs with disease; the night sky is filled with light pollution interrupting migration patterns of birds and insects ~ the list 
goes on and on.  We have destroyed many areas of the planet to suit our own needs and the earth must groan under the 
weight of this ravaging and pillaging.  So we must learn to be better stewards. In the words of the Lil Dicky, whose      
popular video Earth (released on Earth Day 2019), we need to “Love the Earth, it is our  Planet.”  This video is a global 
    sensation, aimed at bringing global awareness to “tending” to our planet.  I recommend the edited version of 
this video for sensitive viewers.  The message here is still the same, we need to serve, guard, and protect our earth, our 
garden.  So, in a small way, our contributions to cleaner roadsides are doing just that.  

Thank you to all of those who came out to “tend our planet” by participating in the Bygland Lutheran Church and 
Sunday school Adopt-A-Highway service project on Saturday, April 27, 2019:  Steve Short, Steve Moe, Randy Moe, Barry 
&   Owen Traub, Kent, Holly, Zach, & Reighan Wavra, Pastor Karen Young-Trenne, Rylan & Logan Egeland and Kathy Flaat.  
You have engaged in an opportunity to demonstrate care and respect towards our    beautiful earth.  It was a beautiful, 
sunny day to be out serving with our family, friends, and neighbors.  It was fun to observe the life of the land around us.  
We thank you for your time and energy.  We give a special thank you to Jeff Millar for   providing some door prizes for 
the day ~ there was enough for everyone.  

All friends, neighbors, and parish members are welcome to participate in our program.  Mark your calendar for 
our next collection date:  Sunday, September 8th, 2019 starting at 10:00 a.m. in recognition of “God’s Work, Our Hands” 
Sunday.  Participants will meet at the Bygland Lutheran Church, south door.  All our asked to dress  accordingly and to 
wear closed toed shoes.  

   QUILTING 
   June 5 & 12, beginning at 9:00 

                   July 10 & 17, beginning at 9:00 

         BOOK CLUB  
      Members of the book club will meet on                      

 June 24 to discuss EROTIC STORIES  

   FOR PUNJABI WIDOWS:  A NOVEL                              

(Balli Kaur Jaswal) and on July 22 to discuss                  

THE LAKE HOUSE: A NOVEL (Kate Morton)                            

 at 7:00.  The meeting will be held in                    

 Ardis's screen house.   

      New members are always welcome!  

The Bygland Lutheran Church Youth Group would like to thank 

all of those that helped make their 2019 rummage and vendor 

sale a success.  Those that set-up, sorted, donated, shopped, 

provided baked goods, worked the day of the sale, helped 

with clean-up, provided advertising and promotion, and 

helped with loading the thrift store truck we thank you.  An 

extra  special thank you to the following individuals for making 

things happen:  Eric & Becky Egeland, Rylan Egeland, Logan 

Egeland, Kent & Holly Wavra, Zach Wavra, Reighan Wavra, Phil 

& Arlet Phillips, Rachel Moe, Becky Moe, Steve Short             

( & friends), George High, and the Dakota Boys Ranch & Thift 

Store.  Also, an extra special thank you to the vendors for 

spending the day with us and sharing their products with our 

shoppers:  Brenda Kovar (The Pampered Chef); Liz Martinson 

(Thirty-One Gifts); Roxy Hoverson (Magnolia & Vine); and Alice 

Anderson (Young Living Essential Oils).  All the proceeds from 

the rummage,  vendor, and bake sale will go towards  youth 

group programming.   
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PARISH NEWS 
 
  Fisher City wide rummage sale is June 1st. 8:00 AM—2:00 PM.     

Fisher/Bygland Vacation Bible 

School  

June 17-20, 4:15-7:30 PM 

Kindergarten-Grade 6  

All children are welcome! 

Registration fee:  Free will offering      

 You can print off the registration form at www.fisherbygland.org or pick 

one up in the narthex of both churches.     

 We are still in need of many supplies for VBS. If you are able to help, a list 

of supplies are located at the Fisher Lutheran Church Narthex.  

 We are looking for volunteers to help out with VBS. Kids 7th grade up to 

adult can help with different activities. Any help from our Church family is 

greatly appreciated. Without you, we wouldn’t be able to put this on for 

our kids!!  

Pathways 50th Anniversary  

Pathways came together from the dreams of many, built on a history of 

outdoor ministry that stretches back before its start in 1969. Since then, 

thousands of people have had the chance to visit one of our camps and 

experience faith and friendship in new ways. We invite you to join us as 

Pathways celebrates 50 years of laughter, praise, and life-changing  

ministry with our summer kickoff on June 6th 

in Moorhead, and at our 50th Birthday Bash 

on July 13th at Camp Emmaus! Sign up for our  newsletter and don’t miss a thing! 
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News from the Langdjis--May 2019 

Yaounde, Cameroon  

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America is a partner of the           
Evangelical Lutheran Church in the Central African Republic        

(ELC-CAR) and has been supportive of life-changing  work here. It is 
sometimes   difficult to imagine how what we consider  simple   

giving can bring positive change to the lives of God's people who 
are living thousands of miles away, whom we don’t see or hear 

very little about. 
 
 

The women's organization of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Cameroon is called Femmes pour Christ (Women for 
Christ). They held their general assembly in Yaounde this year, so Anne was fortunate to attend some of the sessions. 
The theme was around gender-based violence and it was quite controversial. The subject needs to be addressed in the 
church and in society, so the fact that it would result in some harsh words and statements is not unexpected. 
The women dressed every day in their uniform fabric which they have produced in Cameroon. The blue and purple  
fabric is their regular uniform, but the yellow and green fabric was made for their 40th anniversary a couple years ago. 
As in worship celebrations and other gatherings in the church, the dancing and music were glorious. 
In the pictures above I am with the new national director of the Women for Christ, Aissatou Nasson. On the right is 
Rev. Dr. Jeannette Ada Maina who is the outgoing director and the Lutheran World Federation Vice President for      
Africa. The group of women standing under the banner shows many of the woman pastors of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Cameroon.  

Lenten altar 
cloth from  
Millenium    

Cathedral in     
Ngaoundere,   

Cameroon  

Jardin du Paradis 
(Garden of Paradise)  
by Chérif Thiam, a 
beautiful weaving 
from a workshop in 
Thiès, Senegal  

Mondialisation II 
(Globalization II) 
by Sidy Ndiaye 
Gaye  
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The Lutheran Church of Senegal held its churchwide assembly in Fatick, Senegal in March. Anne presented 

greetings as did other international partners who attended this gathering where the church gathers to do their 

business. President Adama Faye is giving his report on the right. The picture to the left shows the pastors who sit 

in the front. Then typically the older men are seated behind them and youth and women tend to be in the back 

which is why they aren't visible in these pictures. 

Manitoba-Northwest Ontario synod of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada is a 

companion of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
of Cameroon. Anne traveled with them and 

enjoyed hearing their questions and thoughts 
as they met colleagues in the church and      

experienced the country.  

On one Sunday we worshiped in a semi-urban congregation 
where assistant to the bishop, Tyler Gingrich, gave the   

prayers. We also were invited for dinner with Marthe Satou, a former director of the Women for Christ 
who was also very instrumental in the church's arriving at the ordination of women.  
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Bygland Council Highlights       April 10, 2019 
Devotions were led by Pastor Karen – Are we a “coming” or a “going” church? 
Reports were received from the secretary, treasurer, and pastor. 
Old Business:  Membership Roster and Constitution, no changes 

The parsonage rent payments will now be made at the parish office in Fisher. 
Spring clean up is scheduled for April 27. Marsha will locate the list of duties. 

New Business:  Building concerns were discussed 
The congregation will send in an entry for “Building a Bigger Table” to be awarded during Synod Assembly. 

Next meeting May 8. Adjourned. 
 

May 8, 2019 
Devotions led by Pastor Karen. The ELCA at 25 was the topic. 
Reports were received from the secretary, treasurer, financial secretary, and pastor. 
Old Business:  Membership Roster and Constitution, no changes 

Parsonage Committee – tenant leaving 
Spring Clean Up – went well! Check list on tasks in kitchen. 
Building concerns were discussed. 

New Business:  Upcoming burials: Larry Haroldson, Mary Danielson, and Lowell Flaat 
A recent break in was discovered, no damage or theft was found. Security options were discussed. 
Mowing contract to be renewed with Tinkhams. 

Next meeting June 12. Adjourned. 

 

Fisher Council Highlights      April 17, 2019 
President John McDonald called the meeting to order at 8:03. Following devotions, reports were received from the secretary, 
treasurer, financial secretary, and pastor.  
Committee Reports:   The Parsonage Committee presented a financial report.  

The Property Committee reported lights were repaired. HB Sound and Light will be coming to look at the sound system. 
The Technology Committee reported that an update to the recorder on the organ is ready to be installed. 
The Stewardship Committee reported that sign-up sheets for electronic giving are in the Narthex. 

Old Business:  Committee Assignments – 2 youth Group leaders are still needed, Social Concerns will be Nicole Krostue, Tami 

Newhouse, Sheryl Tinkham, and Jean Peterson. 

Keys for the building – An electronic keypad was discussed 

Cyber Insurance- coverage was discussed 

New Business:  No new business 

Next meeting May 5. The meeting was adjourned at 8:58 pm. 
 

May 15, 2019 
Pastor Karen Young Trenne led devotions. 

Reports were received from the Secretary, Treasurer, Financial Secretary, and Pastor Karen. Correspondence was shared by Pas-

tor Karen. 

Committee Reports:  Parsonage – financial report received. Current occupants will vacate by end of May. 

Technology – New wireless microphone purchased. 

Property – A bid to asphalt the parking lot and driveway behind the church was reviewed. The Council voted to proceed with 

the project Summer 2019 provided the funds could be secured through a fundraising effort. 

It was reported that repairs are being made to the Fellowship Hall blower fan. 

Old Business:  Constitutional Changes – none 

Committee Assignments – two Youth Group leaders are still needed 

Electronic Giving – An effort will be made to encourage more church members to take advantage of the opportunity to con-

tribute electronically. 

The keypad entry for the east door has been installed. 

New Business: A discussion was held regarding receptions each spring for confirmation and baccalaureate students. A policy 

will be developed to clarify the issue. 

Next meeting June 19 @ 7:30. Adjourned. 
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Pledge sheet 
 

On May 15th, 2019 the council of the Fisher Lutheran Church                                           

approved the following motion. 

 

The Fisher Lutheran Church shall pave the existing parking lot and alleyway  

 based upon a bid from Agassiz Asphalt. 

 

Provided; new funding is in place by May 25th 2019. New Funding shall be no less than 

66% of the proposed bid totaling $21850.00. In the event there are excess funds, said 

funds shall be segregated and used for shingle application in the near future. 

 

Motion passed unanimously 

 

 I___________________ do hearby pledge $________ with the  

 understanding that funds are to be used for parking lot paving.        

I further understand that excess funds shall be used at a future date to   

install new shingles for Church Building.  

 

Pledge and or funds can be mailed to 

 John Mcdonald  (board chair) 

33414 210th st sw 

Fisher MN 56723 

Or  

Fisher Lutheran church 

209 2nd st  

Fisher MN 56723 

Or 
Place your pledge sheet or check with parking lot noted on the memo line in the offering plate. Funds 

need to be collected not later than June 15th 2019 

 

Signed______________________________ 
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Fisher Lutheran Direct Deposit Offerings 

 
 

Name______________________________________________ 

 

Account type_______________  

 

Amount Given___________________________  

 

How often (0nce or twice a month) __________________ 

 

Day of the month: 1st _______ 15th _______ 

 

Routing Number____________________________________ 

 

Account Number____________________________________ 

 

 

This document will be shredded to keep your information private.  

 

If you have any questions please contact Jami at the Church office.  

Email. office@fisherbygland.org 

Phone # 218-891-4632 
 

 


