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April 18, 2021  
Third Sunday of Easter 
 
Introduction to the day 
The gospel for the third Sunday of Easter is always 
one in which the risen Christ shares food with the 
disciples, meals that are the Easter template for the 
meal we share each Sunday. In today’s gospel, Jesus 
both shares the disciples’ food and shows them the 
meaning of his suffering, death, and resurrection 
through the scriptures, the two main elements of our 
Sunday worship. 
 

GATHERING 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us new, leading us from death to life, 
from tears to joy. 
We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, like rains to 
our thirsting earth, like streams that revive our souls, like cups of cool water shared with strangers. 
Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness. 
Send us companions on our journey as we share your life. Make us one, risen Christ. Cleanse our 
hearts. Shower us with life. 
To you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit in the glory of God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

GATHERING SONG Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen! (ELW #377) 

1. Alleluia! Jesus is risen! 
Trumpets resounding in 
glorious light! 
Splendor, the Lamb, heaven 
forever! 
Oh, what a miracle God has 
in sight! 

Refrain 
Jesus is risen and we shall 
arise. 
Give God the glory! Alleluia! 

2. Walking the way, Christ in 
the center 
telling the story to open our 
eyes; 
breaking our bread, giving us 
glory: 
Jesus our blessing, our 
constant surprise. Refrain

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray... Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us to be your children. 
Fill us with your words of life, that we may live as witnesses to the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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WORD 
 

FIRST READING: Acts 3:12-19 
A reading from Acts. 
12[Peter] addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as 
though by our own power or piety we had made him walk? 13The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and 
the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and 
rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had decided to release him. 14But you rejected the Holy 
and Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given to you, 15and you killed the Author of life, whom 
God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. 16And by faith in his name, his name itself has made 
this man strong, whom you see and know; and the faith that is through Jesus has given him this perfect 
health in the presence of all of you. 17“And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also 
your rulers. 18In this way God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah 
would suffer. 19Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out.” 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

PSALM: Psalm 4 
 1Answer me when I call, O God, defender of my cause; you set me free when I was in distress; have 
mercy on me and hear my prayer. 
 2“You mortals, how long will you dishonor my glory; how long will you love illusions and seek after 
lies?” 
 3Know that the LORD does wonders for the faithful; the LORD will hear me when I call. 
 4Tremble, then, and do not sin; speak to your heart in silence upon your bed.  
 5Offer the appointed sacrifices, and put your trust in the LORD. 
 6Many are saying, “Who will show us any good?” Let the light of your face shine upon us, O LORD. 
 7You have put gladness in my heart, more than when grain and wine abound. 
 8In peace, I will lie down and sleep; for you alone, O LORD, make me rest secure.  
 

SECOND READING: 1 John 3:1-7 
A reading from 1 John. 
1See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what we 
are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2Beloved, we are God’s children 
now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will 
be like him, for we will see him as he is. 3And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he 
is pure. 4Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5You know that he was 
revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6No one who abides in him sins; no one who sins 
has either seen him or known him. 7Little children, let no one deceive you. Everyone who does what is 
right is righteous, just as he is righteous. 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia. Our hearts burn within us while you open to us the scriptures. Alleluia. (Luke 24:32) 

GOSPEL: Luke 24:36b-48 
The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
36bJesus himself stood among [the disciples] and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 37They were startled 
and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. 38He said to them, “Why are you frightened, 
and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch 
me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” 40And when he had said 
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this, he showed them his hands and his feet. 41While in their joy they were disbelieving and still 
wondering, he said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” 42They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 
43and he took it and ate in their presence. 44Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to 
you while I was still with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and 
the psalms must be fulfilled.” 45Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46and he said 
to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 
47and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning 
from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things.” 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY Lord, You Give the Great Commission (ELW #579) 
1. Lord, you give the great 
commission: 
"Heal the sick and preach the 
word." 
Lest the church neglect its 
mission, 
and the gospel go unheard, 
help us witness to your 
purpose 
with renewed integrity: 

Refrain 
With the Spirit's gifts 
empow'r us 
for the work of ministry. 

2. Lord, you call us to your 
service: 
"In my name baptize and 
teach." 
That the world may trust 
your promise, 
life abundant meant for 
each, 
give us all new fervor, draw 
us 
closer in community: Refrain

CREED 
We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 
Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the 
giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped 
and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who promises 
to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 
A brief silence. 
Living God, in the midst of Easter joy we are still filled with questions and wondering. Open our hearts 
and minds as we encounter the scriptures, so that the church embodies repentance and forgiveness in 
the name of Jesus to all nations.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
Creating God, like a master artist you have fashioned the universe out of your love and delight. Heal 
your creation where it is in need of restoration. Bless the farmers and the fields during spring planting. 
Provide all the inhabitants of earth a peaceful and sustainable home.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
God of all, the nations hunger and thirst for your righteousness. Many call on you for guidance and 
strength. We pray especially for victims of racial injustice and also for victims of gun violence and mass 
shootings. Answer their hopes with the peace of Christ and give your lovingkindness to national, state, 
and local leaders of people.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
Healing God, you hear the cries of those in need and answer them in their distress. Grant to those who 
are sick and suffering your compassion and nurse them back to health and wholeness, especially 
Heather, Kristen, Jessica, and Rowann. Be close to the hearts of the lonely.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
Loving Parent, you have given us such love that we should be called the children of God. Reveal yourself 
to us so that we in this community of faith will become more and more like you in our mutual love and 
bold witness.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
Risen Christ, we give you thanks for our Northwestern Minnesota Synod, for Lutheran World Relief and 
for the partnership that we share with the people of India. Make us bold in our loving and in our serving. 
Empower us to not stop until your love reaches every neighbor.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
God of all times and ages, those who have died in you now see you as you are. We thank you for their 
lives among us, especially Gayle and Ryker. Assure us of the peace you have promised, that we may join 
them in everlasting life.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending goodness and 
mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

PEACE~ The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 

MEAL 
 
OFFERING Day of Arising (ELW #374) 
3. Lo, I am with you, 
Jesus has spoken. 
This is Christ's promise, this is Christ's sign: 
when the church gathers, 
when bread is broken, 
there Christ is with us in bread and wine. 

4. Christ, our companion, 
hope for the journey, 
bread of compassion, open our eyes. 
Grant us your vision, 
set all hearts burning 
that all creation with you may rise.
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OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray…God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. Receive our lives 
and the gifts we offer. Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; for the sake of your 
beloved Child, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise 
to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true 
Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has 
brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the 
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and 
seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it 
to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER  
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The risen Christ invites us to this table. Come, eat and be satisfied. 
 

COMMUNION 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray…Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. Satisfy the hunger 
still around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

SENDING 
 

BLESSING 
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 
The God of life, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing (ELW #389) 
1. Christ is alive! Let Christians sing. 
The cross stands empty to the sky. 
Let streets and homes with praises ring. 
Love, drowned in death, shall never die. 

5. Christ is alive, and comes to bring 
good news to this and every age, 
till earth and sky and ocean ring 
with joy, with justice, love, and praise.

DISMISSAL 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
• Welcome Bishop Bill Tesch! 
• April 19th Bygland Book Club 
• April 20th 7:00 PM Fisher Lutheran Youth Committee  
• April 21st 9:00 AM WELCA Bible Study at Fisher  

6:30 PM Confirmation for Grades 6th & 7th 
7:30 PM Fisher Council  

 April 25th 9:00 AM Worship at Fisher 
10:00 AM Sunday School 
11:00 AM Worship at Bygland 

 L.I.F.E. Event Saturday, May 1st 9am -12pm, $35/person, Via Zoom  
Registration is open!  https://www.eventbrite.com/x/life-event-tickets-150114278849 
Lutheran Identity:  “What Does This Mean?” In the first session, we will explore some of 
the central characteristics of Lutheran identity.  In the second session, we will explore 
how the Lutheran understanding of vocation helps us live out our faith in everyday life. 

 Meals on Wheels volunteer drivers needed in the City of Crookston, Monday through 
Friday. 10:30-11:30 AM. People interested in volunteering can contact our Regional 
Manager, Carole at Carole.demars@lssmn.org or by phone at 218-277-0524. 

 Bygland church invites all who feel comfortable to coffee fellowship following the 9:00 
a.m. worship service. Sign up to host on the calendar in the kitchen. 

• Fisher Lutheran will resume coffee fellowship following the 9:00 AM service on April 
18th. Please contact the work group chair if you are willing to host.   

• Bridal Shower for Brooke Vatthauer (fiancée of Cole Wagner) at Trinity Lutheran Church 
in Fisher, Thursday, May 6th from 7-9 pm. They are Registered at Menards and Target 

https://www.eventbrite.com/x/life-event-tickets-150114278849
mailto:Carole.demars@lssmn.org
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• The Easter Appeal for the NWMN Synod is underway! The money raised will be 
split evenly between our global companion the Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
India's work addressing homelessness and Lutheran World Relief's work toward flood 
recovery and resilience along the border between India and Nepal. Bygland and Fisher 
churches have each committed $175 to the appeal. We invite members of the 
congregations to give gifts designated "Easter Appeal". Our gifts will be given at Synod 
Assembly, May 22. Let's celebrate Easter by serving those in need!  

• Those 16 years and older are eligible to get their COVID-19 shot. Contact Polk County 
Health at co.polk.us/191/Public Health, 218-281-3385, or your healthcare provider to 
schedule an appointment. 

 

 
 
GOSPEL MESSAGE 
April 18, 2021 
THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 
We Are Fed 
It appears the gospel writers knew that 
people would question whether Jesus was 
indeed fully human. Details such as how he 
wept at the death of his dear friend Lazarus, 
lost patience with those who had turned the 
temple into a marketplace, and was a bit 
annoyed with his mother when she asked 
him to help out at the wedding in Cana 
remind us that Jesus felt many of the things 
we feel ourselves. 
Similarly, in case anyone wondered if Jesus had really risen from the dead, Luke tells us how, after Jesus 
appeared to his disciples, he asked for something to eat. This may seem like a small detail, but there’s 
no doubt it is an important one. After all, only people who are living and breathing must eat; there is no 
getting around that physical need. 
However, this detail does not remind us only that Jesus really was raised from the dead. It also brings to 
mind the many times Jesus gathered around a table with a great variety of people, feeding them in both 
body and soul. As we remember each of these interactions, we are reminded that even though we do 
not dine with Jesus in the flesh, today he is still at work to nurture us. 
Jesus feeds us through his words of forgiveness, through the love of our family and friends, and through 
the blessing of community. Most notably, Jesus feeds us at the Lord’s supper, where he invites all to 
taste and see God’s goodness and grace. Through bread and wine we are fortified with Christ’s body and 
blood to be witnesses to God’s love out in the world as we go about our daily work, bless one another 
with our time and gifts, and serve our neighbors in need. 

 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 
Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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Fisher Bygland Lutheran Parish 
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