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Newsletter for the Fisher Bygland Lutheran Parish Lutheran Parish     
              2020  

From the Pastor’s desk... THE MESSENGER 

Blessed May to all of you. The big question we all have is when will we be 

able to get back to normal? When will we be able to worship together? If the 

governor lifts the stay-at-home order on May 4, what will that mean for us? 

The short answer to all these questions is: I do not know. As soon as there is guidance from 

the Department of Health and/or the Governor’s office, I will let you know. 

Certainly, life is so different for all of us right now. The same is true for our church           

community. Sunday School and Confirmation will not meet for the rest of the school year 

unless you are otherwise notified. Worship services for each Sunday are posted on the      

Facebook pages for each congregation. The weekly bulletin can be downloaded from the 

parish website: fisherbygland.org. If you do not have internet services, you should be         

receiving the bulletins in the mail. Please call the parish office, 218-891-4632, if you would 

like these sent to you.  

Both Fisher and Bygland churches have been approved for Paycheck Protection Program 

loans. These loans will be forgiven if the rules for the program are followed. The loans will 

be used to pay for salaries, wages, and benefits for me, our organist, Parish secretary, and 

our custodians. This will give our councils help with the budgets while we are unable to 

gather for worship. All members are encouraged to continue to give their offerings, AS YOU 

ARE ABLE. Online giving is now available on our website. Be sure you choose the correct 

congregation’s button for your giving. Fisher Lutheran members may also sign up for direct 

deposit. A form is included in this newsletter. 

May is graduation month. Our seniors have been included in this newsletter. We               

congratulate them for all their accomplishments. We will hold a Baccalaureate Service at 

each congregation when we are able.  

Our bells have been rung at noon and 7:00 pm. The Bygland bell will only be rung at noon 

on Sundays. The Fisher bell will ring at 7:00 pm, through May. Remember to take time to 

pray with the bell. 

I hold all of you in prayers each day. Please let me know about any specific prayer requests 

you may have. Stay home, stay well. God gives us his infinite blessings now and always. 
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2020 FISHER GRADUATES 

Favorite Church memory: During the youth trip to Montana, 
he most  enjoyed cooking spaghetti and service projects      
completed at the Lighthouse.  

Plans after Graduation: He will attend Northland Community 
and Technical College, in EGF in the Fall for his Liberal Arts      
degree.  

 

Adam Dahlen 

Favorite Church memory:     When my confirmation class 
was practicing what we needed to read and do before 
getting confirmed.  

Plans after Graduation: start the nursing program 
at northland.  

Delainey Fogerty  

Cameron Conati  

Favorite Church memory: The Montana trip to Flathead Lake 
Bible Camp.  

Plans after Graduation: Going into carpentry  
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Hayden Reitmeier  

Favorite Church memory: VBS when we were 

younger. It was run by the pathways                  

organization, and they always made it such a fun 

time.  
 

Plans after Graduation: Plans on attending the   
University of North Dakota as a nursing major. 

Gabriel Almlie  

2020 BYGLAND GRADUATES 

Favorite Church memory: My solo confirmation months 
after we joined Bygland have been a highlight because it 
demonstrated how quickly the Bygland family adopted us .  
I also recognize the strong family role played especially by 
Roger Moe and Ronnie Thorson in adopting us (including 
the kids) to the Bygland family. Everyone has been            
welcoming, but those two gentlemen have really been   
leaders in making sure we feel like one of the family. 
 
Plans after Graduation: I plan to attend Tulane University 
in New Orleans, but of course, many plans are in the air at 
the moment with the great uncertainty that exists in our 
world.  I plan to major in government and microbiology. 
 
 



 4 

21 April 2020 

Dear Siblings in Christ of the NWMN Synod, 

Here is a word for this moment and some continued guidance for being church together in these times. 

Like the disciples (Cleopas and company) in Luke 24:13-35, we are walking a painful road together, and Jesus 
meets us here. In this post-resurrection appearance, Jesus invites his bewildered disciples to take three steps 
that we can also take together. 

Jesus invites us to name and claim our grief. Jesus asked the disciples about their experience. He invited 
them to lament. You are invited to lament. Make room to acknowledge all that is being lost – the 
missed travel, weddings, graduations, the loved ones you could not be there for, the absence from 
community, good work, and loved ones who have died. With the disciples that day we can utter what 
are perhaps the saddest words in all of scripture, “We had hoped…” We do so, knowing there is One 
who listens to our lament, who hangs on every word and cry. 

Jesus invites us to remember God’s promises. Jesus opened scripture and called to their minds God’s 

promises. There is space in these days for us to do that. God has shown God’s self to be one who does 

not hold back, but enters the struggle with us, always bringing fresh surprises. 

Jesus invites us to stop and notice him in the simple blessings of daily life: in broken bread (perhaps 
fresh baked!), the laughter of a child, a snuggling pet, a precious night of rest. Such things are not 
sacraments, but they are sacramental. And one message behind the fact that Jesus suddenly disap-
pears is that even if we do not notice him now – he is still present! 

Here is some guidance based on questions I have been hearing lately.  

When can we go back to gathering for worship and how do we do it? The current Governor’s order runs 
through May 4, and new guidance has not yet been issued. When it is, we will follow up immediately with 
guidance tailored to our churches and their unique context. Stay tuned. 

What about outdoor worship? It is not allowed under the current executive order.  

What about parking lot worship? There is guidance here on the MN Dept of Health website. It states that the 
most preferred course of action is to stay home! However, there is guidance here that, if followed, will keep 
people safe in parking lot gatherings with people remaining in their cars. 

Is there any other financial help for congregations through the federal government other than the 

Paycheck Protection Program? Yes, there is also the Economic Injury Disaster Loan (EIDL). 

What about financial assistance from the synod? We are raising funds through the #GiveAtHomeMN campaign 
and may allocate other synod resources along with a potential grant 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/nrs/luke/passage/?q=luke%2B24%3A13-35
http://nwmnsynod.org/assets/FaithBased_Guidance_ParkingLotServices_20200410.pdf
https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options/paycheck-protection-program-ppp
https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options/economic-injury-disaster-loan-emergency-advance
https://www.givemn.org/organization/Nwmnsynod
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Paul Rutherford,  Council President-      Pastor Karen Young Trenne-  

Jared Solheim Chairman Property Committee- 

Bruce Newhouse-  David Radi-  Ken Miller-  John Mcdonald 

FISHER NEWS 

Dear Friends in Christ,         April 19, 2020 

As some of you are aware the building committee has determined that the roof of our church is 

in need of repair. Steps have been taken to determine on how the most responsible outcome 

can be achieved. Initially we thought traditional shingles would be appropriate however, we 

have learned much in the process and now believe that a steel roof could be a better option. We 

have not entered into any agreement and do not intend to do so without your input. We know 

these are difficult times for all, a larger commitment at this time would be unreasonable.    

Therefore, we are looking at repairs that can buy us time and address this issue in a less          

turbulent environment. In preparation for the needs of the building we are asking that you    

consider a special gift designated to the building fund. At a later date we will formalize a funding 

campaign for the replacement of the roofing. We Pray that the covid 19 virus has not impacted 

you to greatly and that life can resume to normal in the near future. 

from our churchwide organization to provide modest help to congregations for ramping up their capacity to 
deliver online worship and for sustaining ministries that serve the wider community. 

 

Here are some things to keep in mind for your own mental a spiritual health: 

Make space for grace: have a regular  star ting and stopping time for  working from home; take at 
least one full day off, disconnected from media; learn something, but don’t try to figure it all out in one day; 

move your body; dwell with God in prayer and scripture. 

Be generous with each other: everyone is doing the best they can. 

Breathe! 

With the Peace of Christ, Rev. Bill Tesch 

 

Bishop of the Northwestern Minnesota Synod of the ELCA 
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Polk County Public Health (PCPH) and River-
View Health are proud to partner in encourag-
ing volunteers to sew and donate fabric 
masks to support Polk County healthcare 
workers and community partners. 

"Our communities are always looking for ways 
to help each other," said Sarah Reese, direc-
tor of Polk  County Public Health. "Handsewn 
masks may allow us to meet ongoing needs 
and preserve critical     personal protective 

equipment for caregivers on the front lines of the coronavirus response." 

Donated masks may be dropped off at the following locations on weekdays from 8:00 am 
– 4:30 pm. Look for the dropbox in the entryway. 

 Crookston– PCPH Office, 816 Marin Ave, Suite 125 
 East Grand Forks - EGF Police Headquarters, 520 Demers Ave 
 Fertile – City of Fertile Offices, 101 S Mill St 
 McIntosh– Bjella Building, 250 Cleveland Ave SW 
If you need assistance with dropping off masks, please call PCPH at 218-281-3385. 

All masks will be taken to RiverView Health for initial sanitization. Masks will then be dis-
tributed to healthcare providers and community partners throughout the county. 

Please adhere to the design principles below. 

Design principles: 

1. Build a mask that tightly encloses the area around the nose and mouth, from the bridge 
of the nose down to the chin, and extending onto the cheek beyond the corners of the 
mouth, so no gaps occur when talking or moving. 

2. Use mask material that is tightly woven but breathable. Possibly double-layer the fab-
ric. Masks must be made from washable material, such as fabric. Choose a fabric that 
can handle high temperatures and bleach without shrinking or otherwise deforming. 

3. The mask should be tolerant of expected amounts of moisture from breathing. 
Design Examples: 

Allina Health 

Button Counter 

Home Made Ginger 

Paper copies of the mask design are available at the drop off sites. Please follow all 
state-issued guidelines, including social distancing, when creating and donating masks. 

tel:+12182813385
https://www.allinahealth.org/-/media/allina-health/files/mask-sewing-how-to.pdf
https://buttoncounter.com/2018/01/14/facemask-a-picture-tutorial/
https://www.homemadeginger.com/how-to-sew-a-face-mask-without-elastic-or-ties/
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Fisher Lutheran Direct Deposit Offerings 

 

Name_____________________________________________________ 

 

Account type_______________  

 

Amount Given___________________________  

 

How often (0nce or twice a month) __________________ 

 

Day of the month: 1st _______ 15th _______ 

 

Routing Number____________________________________ 

 

Account Number____________________________________ 

 

 

 

This document will be shredded to keep your information private.  
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Tithe.ly Giving  

Online giving is now available for both 

Fisher and Bygland churches through 

Tithe.ly. You will find the link on our     

Parish website.  

Fisherbygland.org  


