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Fisher Annual  

Meeting  

Jan. 26th at 12:00 PM  

Bygland Annual 

Meeting  

Feb. 2nd at 12:00 PM  
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Newsletter for the Fisher Bygland Lutheran Parish Lutheran Parish     
             January, 2020  

From the Pastor’s desk... THE MESSENGER 
Blessing for Home at Epiphany 
January is a time when many of us want to hibernate. 
How fitting that it is also a time for a blessing of the 
home. Matthew writes that when the magi saw the 
shining star stop overhead, they were filled with joy. 
“On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary 
his mother” (Matt. 2:10-11). In the home, Christ is 
met in family and friends, in visitors and strangers. In 
the home, faith is shared, nurtured, and put into      
action. In the home, Christ is welcome. 
Twelfth Night (January 5), Epiphany of Our Lord 
(January 6), or another day during the time after 
Epiphany offers an occasion for gathering with 
friends and family members for a blessing for the 
home. Someone may lead the greeting and blessing, 
while another person may read the scripture passage. 
Following an eastern European tradition, a visual 
blessing may be inscribed with white chalk above the 
main door; for example, 20 + CMB + 20. The three 
letters stand for either the ancient Latin blessing 
Christe mansionem benedicat, which means “Christ, 
bless this house,” or the legendary names of the      
magi (Caspar, Melchior, and Balthasar). 
~Pastor Karen 
Greeting 
May peace be to this house and to all who enter here. 
By wisdom a house is built 
and through understanding it is established; 
through knowledge its rooms are filled 
with rare and beautiful treasures. (Proverbs 24:3-4) 
Reading 
As we prepare to ask God’s blessing on this        
household, let us listen to the words of scripture. 
In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
He was in the beginning with God. 
All things came into being through him, 
and without him not one thing came into being, 
and the life was the light of all people. 
The Word became flesh and lived among us, 
and we have seen his glory, 
the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and 
truth. 
From his fullness we have all received, 
grace upon grace. (John 1:1-4, 14, 16) 
Inscription 
This inscription may be made with chalk above the 
entrance: 

20 + C M B + 20 
Write the appropriate character (left) 
while speaking the text (right). 
The magi of old, known as 
C Caspar, 
M Melchior, and 
B Balthasar, 
followed the star of God’s Son who came to dwell 
among us 
20 two thousand 
20 and twenty years ago. 

☩ Christ, bless this house, 

☩ and remain with us throughout the new year. 
Prayer of Blessing 
O God, you revealed your Son to all people 
by the shining light of a star. 
We pray that you bless this home and all who live 
here 
with your gracious presence. 
May your love be our inspiration, 
your wisdom our guide, 
your truth our light, 
and your peace our benediction; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
Then everyone may walk from room to room,     
blessing the house with incense or by sprinkling with 
water, perhaps using a branch from the Christmas 
tree.   
 
Adapted from Come, Lord Jesus: Devotions for the 
Home (Augsburg Fortress, 1996). See also “Blessing 
for a Home” in Evangelical Lutheran Worship Pasto-
ral Care, pp. 337–353. 
 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 
Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights     
reserved. 
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BYGLAND NEWS 
Bygland Lutheran Church Sunday school NEWS 

You are the light of the world…….let your light shine.  Matthew 5:14-16 

 

 Our Sunday school year is officially off to a great start here at Bygland Lutheran Church.  All of our 

new and returning students are here with smiling faces and open hearts, ready to be filled with the good news 

of Jesus Christ. 

Our Rally Sunday coincided with “God’s Work, Our Hands” Sunday on September 8, 2019.   The  

students received a special blessing of their back packs during the church service and were given a “Be 

Kind” back pack tag with the Bible verse Luke 6:31, do to others as you would have them do to you, printed 

on it.  In a world where one can be anything, be kind ~ words to live by.  In lieu of classroom activities, the 

students participated in the Adopt-a-Highway service project ~ becoming God’s hands’, doing God’s work,  

making things new, right here, right now.  Their hands are truly blessed to do the work of God!  

 Our September and October days have been filled with classroom curriculum (the heart of our         

Lutheran identity) which included preschoolers learning about their Lutheran church; first graders learning 

about the Lord’s Prayer; second and third graders learning about their Bibles; and fourth and fifth graders 

learning about the Ten Commandments, the Sacraments, and exploring worship.  Each student was          

challenged to a one-year Bible reading plan to develop a lifelong love for reading the Bible – and what better 

way than to make it a wonderful opportunity for families to spend time reading, talking, and bonding.  

Through this challenge they, along with their families, will build good reading habits and learn to think more 

deeply about God’s Word.  Our newest preschool student, Jackson Arnold, received his preschool Bible and 

our third grade student, Mason Arnold, received his study Bible on Sunday, September 29th, 2019.   

 As October arrived, our Sunday school service projects continued to take shape.  The students were 

read a story entitled “What God Looks Like” and how God made each of us in His image and called it good!  

We had a diversity talk and shared ideas of how we can reach others with God’s love.  Each family, along 

with the congregation, were invited to participate in the following projects:  Operation Christmas Child, 

where participants prepare a shoebox filled with items for a child in need of hope; shoeboxes for the     

Northlands Rescue Mission, in which participants prepare a shoebox filled with personal care items to     

support local adults living in a shelter; and giving a donation of non-perishable food items for the East Grand 

Forks Food Shelf.  Our collection of items was shared with the congregation during the worship service on 

Sunday, November 3rd, 2019 for consideration and prayer prior to them being taken to their respective     

collection centers.   

 For our final Sunday in October, students were given the chance to celebrate their generous hearts and 

compassionate hands with a special celebration entitled “Jesus Brings S’More Joy.”  This included learning a 

campfire song, having a faith talk about Jesus, making a s’more craft puppet, eating some fun s’more snacks, 

and a viewing of several Samaritan’s Purse stories.   
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In November the students learned about the concept of what it means to be a neighbor according to    

Jesus.  They were read a story entitled “Maybe I Can Love My Neighbor Too” and after hearing the story    

decided that they could indeed love their neighbors.  They then spent the month collecting change for the 

ELCA World Hunger campaign by filling ELCA Good Gifts piggy banks.  The students used the monies     

collected to purchase a pig, honeybees, and chicks for recipients of the program.   The recipients in turn can 

use these sustainable gifts for much needed income.  What a difference one little piglet, honeybee, or chick can 

make!  They then readied themselves and the congregation for Advent by learning about the colors, candles, 

and themes represented in the Advent wreath and by doing a count-up-to-Christmas activity.  For the         

count-up-to-Christmas activity, each student was asked to share with their families using weekly devotionals 

the concepts of Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love and how Jesus brought these gifts to earth.   

In December, they shared the Christmas message though their program entitled “Christ the Savior is 

Born.”  The miraculous, joyful news that the angels brought to the shepherds is miraculous, joyful news for us 

today!  The students and Sunday school staff did an amazing job putting together and performing such a     

wonderful Christmas message.  Jesus is the reason for the season.   

As a Sunday school we are looking forward to the New Year and anticipate all that God has planned  

for us.   

We would like to take the time to thank all of those involved within our congregation who lead and  

participate in our child and youth programming:  our Board of Education:  Jeff Millar, Eric & Becky Egeland, 

and Holly Wavra; Teaching Staff: Jeff Millar, Becky Egeland, Laura Arnold, and Holly Wavra; Substitute 

Teachers:  Rachel Traub and Danielle Brundin;  Youth Group Committee:  Eric & Becky Egeland and 

Kent & Holly Wavra; Easter Breakfast Coordinators:  Troy & Patty Pecka; and Sunday school parents, Pastor 

Karen Young-Trenne, and all congregational members, for their continued support.   

Merry Christmas and Happy New Years from the Sunday school! 
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The Middle School Youth traveled to Luther Crest Bible Camp on Saturday, November 23-24, 2019 for an overnight 

NWMN Synod Lutheran Youth Organization Gathering for Grades 6-8.  The theme for the event was “Heard.”  Let no 

one despise your youth, but set the believers an example in speech and conduct, in love, in faith, and in purity.  1 Tim-

othy 4:12 
The keynote speaker for the event was Stephanie Anderson, who served with young adults in global mission in South 

Africa.  She shared her story of being “heard” by God even though she was in a    foreign country away from friends, 

family, and anything familiar.   

The group attended assemblies, participated in group activities, had cabin life devotions, and        completed a service 

project making Christmas stockings for compromised youth living in               communities within our Synod.   

Bygland Lutheran Church  

Middle and High School Youth Group News 
The youth group kicked off their new school year by biking the Heartland State Trail on Saturday, September 28, 

2019.  They enjoyed the 35.8 mile trek from Park Rapids to Nevis, MN and back.  There were of course a few stops 

along the way through the various pine trees that tower the trail ~ a picnic lunch, an ice cream stop, and A & W on 

the way home.  Thank you to all of the youth group members who attended and to Jeff Millar and Kent & Holly Wav-

ra for chaperoning the gathering.  A special thank you to Kent Wavra for sponsoring road trip snacks and the even-

ing meal.   
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Fisher Lutheran Sunday School  

The Not-So-Silent Night  

 

Three young shepherds joyfully shouted God’s praises after visiting the baby Jesus. How were they to know 
they were ‘disturbing the peace’? This comical Bethlehem courtroom trial was presented in a slideshow      
format for the 2019 Fisher Lutheran Sunday School Christmas program. The Sunday School children had an 
opportunity to ‘watch’ their Christmas performance along with the entire congregation! Special thanks to the 
FLC Youth Group for serving a meal to the congregation following the service!  

FISHER NEWS 
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PARISH NEWS 

Jan. 6th & 7th: 9:00 AM Quilting  

Jan. 15th: 9:00 AM Bible Study “Hearing God’s Voice” 

Jan. 20th & 21st: 9:00 AM Quilting 

Registration for Camp 

Emmaus is OPEN    

December 15th and we 

are excited for summer 

here at  Pathways.  Early 

Bird deadline in March 

14th this year for an  

additional $20.00   

discount.  

Call-em-All  
A message was sent out on Dec. 19th around 6:00 PM from our new Call-em-All program. If 

you had problems with your messages that you received or didn’t receive one at all please 

let us know so we can fix any problems or add you to our program. This notification system 

will be used for any closures we will have through the winter season and any other          

updates.  

Fisher Lutheran January special offering  is Military Bible Sticks/ 

Faith Comes By Hearing.  Please consider donating to this        

wonderful cause if you are able.  

AROUND 
OUR 
TABLE 
A decorated table and fellowship event to benefit 

Chaplaincy Ministry at Valley Senior Living 

 

WHEN 

January 11, 2020 
9:30 a.m. (Social) 

10:30 a.m. (Brunch) 

WHERE 

Calvary Lutheran Church 
1405 S. 9th St. | Grand Forks ND | 58201 

 
SPONSORED BY VALLEY 

SENIOR LIVING FOUNDATION 

 
RESERVE 

YOUR TABLE 

TODAY BY 

CALLING: 

701.787.7984 

 
OR EMAIL 

 

 SGROSGEBAUER@ 

 VALLEYSENIORLIVI 

 NG.ORG 

 

$140 PER 

TABLE 

(INCLUDES 7 CHAIRS AT 

EACH TABLE) 

 
*A LIMITED AMOUNT OF SINGLE 

SEATS WILL BE AVAILABLE BY 

REQUEST 

 

TABLE CAPTAIN WILL BE 

RESPONSIBLE FOR TABLE 

DECORATIONS 

 
TABLE DECORATING FRIDAY 

EVENING JANUARY 10 

 
 



 8 

Council Highlights November 2019 
 

 
Fisher Lutheran 

9 members were present. The Secretary’s, Treasurer’s, and Pastor’s reports were all received. The 

Parsonage committee led a discussion on plans for  

future of the parsonage. Old Business included a discussion about a Wi-Fi  

booster for the sanctuary. A question was raised about the necessity of a second telephone line. Under 

new business the annual meeting date was set for  

January 26 following the 11:00 worship. 

 

Bygland Lutheran 

8 members were present Secretary’s, Treasurer’s, Financial      
Secretary’s, and Pastor’s reports were all received. There was one 

baptism, Reese Brundin, and two confirmations, Paige Brundin 
and Hayli Robertson, on the last Sunday of October. Old        
Business: Roof contract, Picture Directory, Wi-Fi extender, and 
water sensors for the sump pit was discussed. New business: 
Plans for the     future of the parsonage was discussed. 

Bible Study – Acts 
 

Have you ever wondered about the Holy Spirit? How do we know about its power? When does it   

appear? The book of Acts is full of stories about the early Christian church and the Holy Spirit     

moving through it. Come join us on Monday evenings at 7:00 pm at Fisher Lutheran for Bible study 

on the book of Acts! (You may join us for any or all the following sessions, you do not need to attend 

each one.)  

 

Session 1 – The Spirit Creates Community 

Session 2 – The Empowering Spirit 

Session 3 – The Spirit on the Margins 

Session 4 – The Conversion of Peter 

Session 5 – World Upside Down 

Session 6 – A Riot in Ephesus 

Session 7 – On Trial for the Resurrection 

Session 8 – And So We Came to Rome 


