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Annual Meeting Dates  

 
Bygland:  

January 27th at 12:00 PM  

 
Fisher:  

February 3rd at 12:00 PM  
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Newsletter for the Fisher Bygland Lutheran Parish Lutheran Parish      January, 2019

From the Pastor’s desk... 
THE MESSENGER 
2019 A Year of Stewardship 

Luke 12:32-34 32Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure                                    

to give you the kingdom. 33Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for                               

yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief                             

comes near and no moth destroys. 34For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

“Rethinking Stewardship” was a conference my husband and I attended at Luther Seminary last 

July. The first thing that I have written in my notes from the conference is, “Church members do 

not want to talk with clergy or other church members about financial concerns.” SO TRUE! Yet, 

money and people’s relationship with money and possessions is clearly a theme in the Bible. So 

even though we don’t want to talk about it, it is part of our life of faith. 

This year I will focus on stewardship in our monthly newsletters. I am doing this because of my 

love for all of you and for the Gospel. Stewardship is about living our life as God’s people. What 

we do with our time, talents and processions is part of our life of faith. A life of freedom is the goal 

of the Gospel. Good stewardship helps us live the new life Jesus came to give us. This will be the 

focus. 

In his book, Ask, Thank, Tell: Improving Stewardship Ministry in Your Congregation, Charles R. Lane 

starts by saying that the spiritual discipline of stewardship has been kidnapped by the evil villain, 

“paying the bills.”  The goal of having a ministry of biblical stewardship in your congregation is 

spiritual growth for all the people. Chick Lane was Assistant to the Bishop here in Northwestern 

Minnesota, before he took a position at Luther Seminary before he retired. Chick knows the     

people in our area very well and his book has great insight into our relationship with stewardship. 

I will be sharing from his book along with other stewardship resources. 

As this new year begins, I invite you to ponder your relationship with your time, talents, and     

processions. What has God given to you? What is God calling you to do with these gifts? What are           

     you doing that gives you peace and joy in your stewardship? What  

         is sucking life from you? How can Jesus give you a better way to live? 

                                                     God’s blessings on your new year. I pray that as we grow in steward 

     ship together, we become a blessing to the world that God has     

      given us to love. 

 

       Pastor Karen 
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PARISH NEWS 

BYGLAND NEWS 

FISHER NEWS 

        

35!! 

Bygland church members provided 35 daily 

living items shoe boxes to the Northland 

Rescue Mission in December.  The boxes 

were provided and filled by Sunday School 

children, individual church    members, and 

with funds from Thrivent, obtained and uti-

lized by Kathy Flaat. These 35 boxes will 

provide comfort to individuals who need to 

know that we care about them.   

Blessings shared!  

Jan. 7th & 8th 9:00 AM Quilting  

Jan. 16th 9:00 AM WELCA Bible Study  

“Meeting with Jesus”  

Come and see: Seeking and finding Faith 

Jan. 21st & 22nd 9:00 AM Quilting 
 

Looking back at 2018 
 

Bygland 
Funerals: Tudy Krostue –Aug. 3rd 

Esther Mae Dobel –Jan. 19th 

First Communion: Seth Brundin– 

March 29th 

Baptisms: Natalia Alice Aleksandra 

Flaat– June 24th 

Rowyn Louise Vavrina– Aug. 19th 

Hayes Arlo Tretter– Aug. 19th 

New Member: Lowell Flaat- June 

Wedding: Samantha Krostue & James 

McBain– Nov. 3rd 
 

Fisher 
Funerals: Mervin Knutson– Aug. 24th 

First Communion: Danika Motl & 

Aimee Ross– March 29th 

Baptisms: Hobey Mylin Bakken– April 

1st 

Roland Raymond Friesner– July 22nd 

Izzy Marie Tinkham– Sept 23rd 

Confirmations: Brenna Radi, Ella 

Reitmeier, Ellie Schmitz & Kaitlynn 

Sondrol– May 6th  

New Member: Lynn Roesel  
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Bygland Lutheran Church Sunday school News 

 

Winter is finally here and we have all been nestling in to the familiar routines of season: snow fall, gusty 

winds, and brisk air.  Yet, with snow fall comes the beauty of the snowflake; flocked landscapes; and snowmen who 

are standing watch over all that is seen and unseen.  With gusty winds come pillows of snow perfect for angels in 

the making.  With brisk air comes visible streams of breathe, a reminder that we are alive, made in the image of 

God.  Winter mornings bring painted skies as the sun rises and winter nights bring dazzling star shows.   What a 

splendor God’s creation is!  Yet Job 26:14 says that what we see is but a mere whisper of what God truly is.  For if 

this is true, God is indescribable.  Let us keep our eyes on God through this blustery season and enjoy the splendor 

of being nestled in His grace and love.  Look around; see the power and glory of God and remember these things are 

but a whisper of Him.  Listen for His whisper. 

In Sunday school, the children have been sharing the splendors of the season as well.  In November they   

collected change for the ELCA World Hunger campaign by filling ELCA Good Gifts piggy banks.  The students used the 

monies collected to purchase a pig, honeybees, and chicks for recipients of the program.   The recipients in turn can 

use these sustainable gifts for much needed income.  What a difference one little piglet, honeybee, or chick can 

make!  They then readied themselves and the congregation for Advent by learning about the colors represented in 

the Advent wreath and participating in a reverse advent calendar collection.  The reverse advent calendar allows 

families to add a specific food item daily to a box.  Then on Christmas Eve they would be able to donate the contents 

of the box to the local food shelf.  What a passionate way to share with others this Christmas season.   

In December, they shared their Christmas message though the “Stories of the Christmas Carols.”  They were 

excited to share that God had a plan and that plan was Jesus, who brought “Joy to the World.”  They were surprised 

by God’s plan to send a Savior in the form of a baby, God incarnate, born to the Virgin Mary.  No horns announced 

his arrival!  In fact, he was born on a “Silent Night” in Bethlehem.  They were comforted to learn that God’s plan was 

and is for everyone, including lowly shepherds who were the first to hear of Jesus’ birth.  “Angels We Have Heard on 

High” sang out the joyous news of a Savior’s birth.  Because God’s plan is something to celebrate, the students     

invited everyone to share in the good news, “O’ Come All Ye Faithful” this Christmas season.  The students and    

Sunday school staff did an amazing job 

putting together and performing such a 

wonderful Christmas message.  Jesus is 

the reason for the season.   

In December, the Sunday school also 

dedicated their new TV/Media Center/

Cart in memory of Nathan P. Moe.     

Nathan was a Bygland Sunday school 

and youth group alumni who passed 

away on December 12, 2017.              

Memorials given to the Sunday school in 

memory of Nathan were collected and 

used towards the purchase of the new 

TV and Media Cart.  Blessed be the 

memory of Nathan Moe. 
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“Miracle at the Christmas Café” 
 

Fisher Sunday School  
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Fisher/Bygland Minutes summary  

Bygland Council Meeting Highlights 

Devotions were based on Bishop Wohlrabe’s series, “Reconciliation: Unbinding Hearts” 

Reports were received from the Secretary, Treasurer, Financial Secretary, and Pastor.  

In old business we discussed our membership roster, the parsonage, pest control, a new wedding 

policy, and the Lutefisk and Meatball Dinner. The dinner served approximately the same number as 

last year. Proceeds were very close to the same as well. It was felt the flow went very well this year 

with the Craft/Bake sale being located upstairs. 

In new business we considered our Perpetual Mission gifts for 2018. We chose to give to same or-

ganizations as last year, CVIC, MP4ME, Sunshine Hospitality Home, Good Samaritan Society, East 

Grand Forks Food Shelf, Third Street Clinic, Northlands Rescue Mission, Valley Memorial Homes 

Chaplaincy, Care and Share, and Women’s Pregnancy Center. Pastor Karen posed the question to 

the council, “If Jesus came back today, what would he say about the money we have in savings?” 

This question was discussed. A motion was made and passed to give our ground keepers, Dean and 

Caroline Tinkham, a Christmas gift for the fabulous job of mowing and trimming our 2 cemeteries 

and our church grounds. 

The Annual Meeting day was set for Jan.27, 2019 following worship. 

The next Council meeting will be Jan. 9, 2019 at 7:30. 

The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

Fisher Council Meeting Highlights 

Devotions were based on Bishop Wohlrabe’s series, “Reconciliation: Unbinding Hearts” 

Reports were received from the Secretary, Treasurer, Financial Secretary, and Pastor.  

Old Business:  

The sidewalk railing in the parking lot has been installed. Shoveling was discussed. 

A new wedding policy was discussed. 

Electronic giving will be coming. President Reed has a draft letter to the congregation. 

New Business 

2019 General Fund budget was prepared 

Annual meeting date set for February 3, 2019 at 12:00 

Nominating Committee meeting will be called. 

Next meeting will be January 16, 2019 7:30 pm. 

The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
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Fisher Bygland Lutheran Parish 

Pastor Karen Young Trenne 

209 2nd St. S.    P.O. Box 127    Fisher, MN  56723 

Parish Office:  218-891-4632 Pastor Karen’s Cell:  701-610-3543 
 

Messenger Editor:  Jami Egeland office@fisherbygland.org 

www.fisherbygland.org 

Adult Bible Study! 

 
When: Mondays 7:00 pm 

Where: Fisher and Bygland, alternating 

Who: YOU! 

Why: God Word is for US! 

 The Gospel of Luke invites us to explore the story of Jesus and his mission as 

God's Chosen One (Messiah). From the joyous accounts of Jesus' birth in a 

manger in Bethlehem to the stark images of Golgotha to the eye-opening meal 

at Emmaus, we are invited into a remarkable story. This course invites         

participants into rich discovery as they explore key stories and events of this 

Gospel. 

 

This 8-session course explores selected passages from the Gospel of Luke. 

1. Why Was Jesus Born? (Luke 2:1-20) 
2. What Will Become of This Child? (Luke 2:21-40) 
3. Let God Be God! (Luke 4:14-30) 
4. What Was Jesus Doing? (Luke 7:1-7) 
5. Why Must Jesus Die? (Luke 9:18-36) 
6. And Grace Will Lead Me Home (Luke 15:1-32) 
7. Ah, Holy Jesus, How Hast Thou Offended? (Luke 23:26-49) 
How Did Jesus’ Resurrection Change the World? (Luke 24:13-35) 
January 7 – Fisher, Session 1 

January 14 – Bygland, Session 2 

January 28 – Fisher, Session 3 

February 4 – Bygland, Session 4 

February 11 – Fisher, Session 5 

February 25 – Bygland, Session 6 

March 11 – Fisher, Session 7 

March 18 – Fisher, Session 8 


