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Newsletter for the Fisher Bygland Lutheran Parish September   2017 

From the Pastor’s desk... 

THE MESSENGER 

Pastor’s Letter- 

“We are called to act with justice, we are called to love tenderly; we are called to serve one another, to walk humbly 
with God.” – “We Are Called” by David Haas 

What is your call? How has God called you into the kingdom? What gifts and skills have you been given for service in 
the kingdom of God? 

We all have multiple calls of course; family, friends, work/vocation, community, and church. Our gifts and skills are 
used is multiple ways in the many areas of our lives. Is there a call that you have been given that you have yet to an-
swer? Is a call you have answered come to an end and are you ready for a new challenge? 

Are you called to serve? Sunday, September 10 we will participate in “God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday. Both of our 
congregations will worship and then work, packing kits and bags for those who need them. We will care for our church 
buildings and our surrounding community. There will be something for everyone to do. And we will eat together! Talk 
about a call! 

Are you called to give? We will be taking a special offering on “God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday for St. Joseph’s Social 
Care in Grand Forks. Please see the list of items needed later in the newsletter, and consider buying extra when you 
are at the store. Helping neighbors in need is a blessed call from God! 

Are you called to teach? We will need Sunday School teachers and helpers. Please consider how your gifts and skills 
can help nurture the next generation of Christians. When the call comes, say yes! 

Are you called to fellowship? Who do you know in your life that needs a friend? Is there someone in your life who 
does not know Jesus? Please consider inviting others, sharing the good news of Jesus’ love, forgiveness and grace. We 
will be receiving new members at the end of September. Answer the call to reach out to invite others! 

Are you called to learn? Have you ever wondered about how or why or when God chose to lead and guide his people 
into his kingdom? Watch for new Bible studies that will be offered this fall and winter. Answer the call to know God 
better by spending time in his Word! 

Are you called to sing? God has given each of us a voice to share his good news with the world. Watch for announce-
ments about opportunities to share the gift of music. Answer the call to raise a joyful noise to the Lord! 

We are called! We are called to live in the light. We are called to open our hearts. We are called to sing a new song. 
We are called to live in God’s kingdom, here on earth and for all eternity. How is God calling you? Answer God’s call 
and be blessed! 

~Pastor Karen



 2 

God’s Work. Our Hands. 

Offerings for St. Joseph’s Social Care 

St. Joseph’s Social Care is a local faith based organization that ministers to all people in need. JoAnn Brundin, the direc-
tor, told me that these are the things they need the most: 

· Toilet paper                                                                         · Paper Towels 

· Shampoo and conditioner                                                · Toothbrushes and toothpaste 

· Deodorant                                                                           · Disposable Diapers – large sizes 

· Landry Detergent                                                               · Dish soap                                                                             

· Cleaning supplies                                                               · Band Aids                                                                             

· Acetaminophen or Ibuprofen                                         · Garden produce – this always goes first at their food pantry 

· Children’s books – they like to send a new book home with each family that visits the food pantry 
  

Over 400 families visit the food pantry each month. Over 500 children are served at their free summer lunch program. 
They are also looking for volunteers to work in their food pantry, Monday and Tuesday from 2:00-4:00 pm and Wednes-
day from 5:00-7:00 pm. 

Please consider giving any of the following items or a gift of money to St. Joseph’s Social Care, on Sunday, September 
10. 

 

Sunday, September 10 

Wear your work clothes to church! 

Special Offerings for St. Joseph Social Care (see list of items to donate) 

Bygland 

9:00 Worship with Holy Communion 

10:00 Adopt a Highway 

10:00 Packing Blizzard Bags for Meals on Wheels (see list of items to donate) 

10:00 Service Projects at Church and Cemetery 

Followed by Family Fellowship Potluck! 

Fisher 

11:00 Worship with Holy Communion 

12:00 Congregational Potluck dinner! 

Followed by Packing of School and Personal Care Kits for Lutheran World Relief (see list of items to donate) 

                                                                             Service Projects at Church  
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Bygland Lutheran “Blizzard Bags” preparations 

Be part of God’s work, partner with Lutheran Social Services,  

and serve your neighbor in the spirit of Christ’s love! 

Assemble and donate ‘Blizzard Bags’ of shelf-stable foods for older adults who receive LSS 
Meals on Wheels through the East Grand Forks Senior Center. Blizzard Bags ensure that older 
adults always have nutritious food available, even when regular meal deliveries must be can-
celled due to inclement weather. 

What we need for each Blizzard Bag: 

A can of chicken or tuna 
A can of fruit 

Individual packs of crackers, such as plain or cheese/peanut butter crackers 
Hot cocoa packets (provided in lieu of milk) 

Granola bars, pudding cups or small packs of cookies 

You may donate any of these items or make a financial donation for their purchase. We will be assembling the “Blizzard 
Bags” on “God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday, September 10. 

Lutheran Social Services Senior Nutrition provides nutritious meals, social contact and support services for individuals 60 
years of age or older through senior dining centers and Meals on Wheels delivery statewide. Their focus is to provide 
great meals so that older adults can remain living at home longer, stay healthy, active and as independent as possible. A 
well-balanced meal can boost immunity and reduce the risks for many health-related conditions and prevent the need 
for nursing home or assisted living care prematurely. 

Menus and meal selections are prepared by a licensed, registered dietitian to ensure that meals are healthy and nutri-
tious. Meals are available for individuals with special dietary needs, such as diabetic, low salt and low fat/low cholesterol 
diets. 

The Meals-on-Wheels program provides a hot, nutritious meal for seniors age 60 and older who are home-bound and 
unable to  
prepare their own meals. In 2016, LSS Senior Nutrition delivered an average of 2,148 meals every day throughout the 
state of Minnesota.

   God’s Work. Our Hands. 

http://www.lssmn.org/nutrition/
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Please bring items for School and Personal Care Kits 

Stay after church for a bite to eat 

Help assemble Kits for Lutheran World Relief (LWR) and weather permitting, fall clean up around 

the church property . 

 

Following is a list of items; please consider donating any amount of any of these items. 

Purchasing all items for a complete kit is not necessary. 

Four 70-sheet notebooks of wide or  

      college ruled paper, approximately 8”x10           

      1/2”; no loose leaf paper. 

One 30 centimeter ruler, or a ruler with  

centimeters on one side and inched on the  

other. 

One pencil sharpener (not battery  

      Operated.) 

One pair of blunt scissors (safety scissors with 

embedded steal blades work well.) 

Five unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers 

Five black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink.) 

One box 16 or 24 crayons 

One 2 1/2” eraser 

One light-weight bath-sized towel (between 

20”x 40” and 27” x 52”), dark color  

recommended. 

Two or three bath-sized bars of soap equaling 

8 to 9 oz., and brand , in original wrapping. 

One adult-size toothbrush in its original  

packaging (toothbrush  multi-packs may be 

used by sealing an individual toothbrush in a 

business-size envelope: not plastic bags or 

wrap.) 

One metal nail clippers (attached file  

optional), remove packaging. 

One sturdy comb, remove packaging (no  

fine-toothed 

combs or picks, 

See photo.) 

GOD’S WORK OUR HANDS SUNDAY 

September 10th, 2017 11:00 AM 

Fisher Lutheran Church  
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2017 Concordia College Symposium: 
Reformation: Transforming the World One Door at a Time 
September 19-20, 2017 
 
The Protestant Reformation was one of the major turning points in Western  
history and encompassed not only the relationship of faith and reason in religion but also impacted 
many other dimensions of society including  
economic, political, social and  
educational. As we observe the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, we will take some time to exam-
ine the lessons learned from history while debating how best to reform our current world. We will ex-
plore questions such as: 

What institutions need reforming today? Our churches? Our colleges? Our political system? 
How do we speak truth to power? 

How do we act on our conscience? 
How do we find the causes that make us want to act? 

Why should we want to force change? 

Join us as we explore the concept that we, as a community and as individuals, are always reforming.  
Confirmed Speakers 
Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton, Presiding Bishop of the ELCA 
Dr. Cynthia Moe Lobeda, Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary, Berkeley 
Jim Ziolkowski, author "Walk in Their Shoes: Can One Person Change the World?" and founder, presi-
dent, and CEO of buildOn 
Rev. Dr. Moses Paul Peter Penumaka, Director, Theological Education for Emerging Ministries, California 
Lutheran University 
Rev. Dr. Surekha Nelavala, Global Peace Lutheran Fellowship 

For a schedule of events go to www.concordiacollege.edu/academics/events/symposium/schedule-of-
events/ 
 

Ecumenical Worship Service "Commemorating 500 Years of Reform" 
September 20, 2017 - 7:00 p.m. - Memorial Auditorium 
 
An ecumenical worship service celebrating the reformation, transformation, serving neighbors and jour-
neying together. The  
service will feature texts and prayers from ecumenical partners and students, along with a mass choir. 
Liturgical artist Paul Oman will capture the event on canvas as a lasting memory of the college's celebra-
tion of the 500th anniversary of the reformation. This service is open to the public. 

https://www.elca.org/About/Leadership/Churchwide-Officers/Presiding-Bishop
http://www.gtu.edu/cynthia-moe-lobeda
https://www.buildon.org/about/founders-story/
https://www.callutheran.edu/faculty/profile.html?id=mpenumaka
http://global-peacelutheran.blogspot.com/p/pastors-profile.html
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PARISH NEWS 

 What services are available at Valley Memorial Homes? 

Valley Memorial Homes offers a full continuum of care.  Country Estates provides independent senior  

apartments.  Wheatland Terrace provides a special  

combination of housing, support services, health and personal care services. 

Woodside Village provides 24 hour skilled nursing care with specialty care for  

dementia.  Valley Eldercare Center also provides 24 hour skilled nursing care with 

a specialty for transitional care.  Tufte Manor offers basic care with health and  

personal care services. If you would like to tour any of our facilities please call  

701-787-7500 or 701-787-7900.  www.valleymemorial.org 

30th Annual NWMN Synodical Women’s Organization Convention 
Fair Hills Resort, Detroit Lakes, MN 

September 14-15, 2017 
THEME: 

Be Kind… The Power of Kindness Can Change the World 
 

Why attend the Fall Synodical Convention? 

Are you looking for an experience that will inspire you to live out your faith? Enjoy this Christian  
women’s gathering to… 
 

Escape from the busyness of your life. 
Renew your spirit. 

Rejoice in fellowship with your Lutheran sisters! 
Discover your heart for service. Respond to your calling. 

Attend workshops, worship services, Bible studies, and other events that will transform your life. 

Keynote Speaker: Kevin Wallevand 

Kevin Wallevand has been a Reporter at WDAY-TV since 1983. He is a native of Vining, Minnesota in Otter Tail County. His se-
ries and documentary work have brought him to Africa, Vietnam, Haiti, Kosovo, South America, Mongolia and the Middle East. 
He is an Emmy and Edward R. Murrow award recipient. 

$125 for meals and housing for both days 

$50 one day only fee, includes meals 

 

tel:(701)%20787-7500
tel:(701)%20787-7900
http://www.valleymemorial.org/
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BYGLAND LUTHERAN NEWS 

QUILTING 
September 6th & 13th at 9:00 AM 

BOOK CLUB NEWS 

Members of the book club will 

gather on Sept. 25th at 7:00 PM to discuss A 

MAN CALLED OVE (Fredrik Backman).  The 

weather will determine the location.  New 

members are always  

welcome!  

FISHER LUTHERAN NEWS 

September 11th & 12th 9:00 AM Quilting  

September 20th 9:00 AM Bible Study  

September   WELCA Cluster 3 Fall Gathering (Trinity Lutheran-Crookston, MN) 

September  14th &15th NWMN Synodical Women’s Convention Fair Hills, Detroit 

Lakes  

September 24th Thank Offering 

Rally Sunday is  

September 10th at 

the 9:00 AM Service 

at Bygland. 

Adopt-a-Highway  

service project at 

10:00 AM in lieu of 

Sunday School that 

day.  

Thankoffering 

Thankofferings support the total outreach of Women of the ELCA through the ministries of the 
churchwide organization.  
Offerings provide for: 

Leadership training 

Gather magazine and Bible Study 

Support for new units 
Spiritual gifts and discipleship programming 

Program resources on women’s health, spiritual practices, church history, human trafficking and 
more 

Café e-zine and podcast 
Racial justice network and trainings 

Advocacy for women and children 

Outreach through social media 

Partnering with other Christian women’s organizations 

Thankoffering envelopes will be available on Sunday September 10th. Envelopes may be left in the 
offering plate September 10th,17th,and/or the 24th. 
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Fisher/ Bygland Lutheran Church Joint Council Meeting 

6-21-17 
 

Members Present- Pastor Karen, Pres. Roger Moe, Pres. Ken Miller, Chad Knutson, Randy 

Moe, Alan Halvorson, Travis Schwarz, Dave Radi, Eric Egeland, Darryl Quern, Sheryl Tinkham,  

Amanda Holte, Jami Egeland. 

Call to order: 7:37 pm by Pres. Ken Miller                                                                              

Devotions were led by Pastor Karen                                                                                                       

The Agenda was read and approved. 

-Parish Secretary/Treasurer’s Report-  Presented by Jami Egeland 

 -The Ramirez family have rented the Parsonage for 4 months and the church has received $3,700 from TruHome 

Property Management.  Jami and Pastor Karen stated that the copy  

machine has been working well. 

 Motion to approve: Reed T.,  Second: Roger Moe 

Secretary’s Report-  Chad Knutson read the minutes from the November 16, 2016 Joint council meeting.  Motion to  

approve: Dave R.  Second: Sheryl T. 

Pastor’s Report- Pastor Karen will be taking some family time August 13, 20, and 27.                      

               -Pastor Karen spoke about new changes in the bulletins for worship.  The Hymnals are not used as much with more 

information being in the bulletin.  She is also working on the Constitution. 

Parsonage Report-  An e-mail from Gail Kasowski was read concerning the Ramirez family, who rent the  

parsonage.  Derek Nolte, the property management company owner is going to give the family an official Infraction Notice. 

The Ramirez’s currently owe $75 in late fees. 

Organist Coverage-  We are currently searching for more musical talent to help fill the services. 

New Business- Pastor Karen reviewed the Resolutions that were passed at the Northwestern Minnesota Synod Assembly.  

The 2018 Synod Assembly dates are June 8-9, 2018. 

2018 Compensation Guidelines Review- Both councils reviewed the guidelines for the upcoming November Joint Council 

meeting. 

Next Joint Council meeting Date:  November 15, 2017  7:30pm at Bygland Lutheran Church. 

Motion to adjourn: Randy Moe, Second: Darryl Quern. 

Fisher Lutheran Church Sunday School will be kicking off it’s 2017-18 school year with  
Rally Sunday on September 10th!  Kids: we will be collecting school supplies to share with those less 
fortunate.  See the list below and consider donating and bringing them on Rally Sunday!  Children 3 
years old to 6th grade are welcome to join us each Sunday for an opening full of song and a lesson 
that goes along with Pastor Karen’s sermon.  See you there! 
  

70 sheet spiral notebooks, wide or college-ruled 
        (no loose-leaf paper) 
blunt scissors 
        (safety scissors with embedded steel blades work well) 
30 cm ruler or a ruler with both inches and centimeters 
pencil sharpener 
#2 pencils w/erasers secured with rubber band 
         (new, unsharpened) 

                ballpoint pens (no gel ink) secured with rubber band 
                box of 16 or 24 crayons 
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BYGLAND MINUTES 
Bygland Lutheran Church 

 
We are God's work in progress, with hearts lifted to God in trust and praise and with hands extended to serve in  

Jesus' name. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______ 

Unofficial/Unapproved 
Council Meeting Minutes 

July 12, 2017 7:30pm 
 
Members present: Roger Moe, Marsha Ketr ing, Karen Eber towski, Haley Thorson, Er ic  
Egeland, Randy Moe, Pam Robertson, Alan Halvorson, Ronnie Thorson, Troy Pecka, Sheila Wurden  
and Pastor Karen 
Members absent: none 
Call to Order 
The council meeting was called to order by Council President Roger Moe at 7:30pm. Pastor Karen 
shared devotions related to David and Goliath adapted from the triennial Women of the ELCA  
gathering. 
Secretary's Report 
Haley provided a copy of the June minutes. A date correction was suggested.  
A motion to approve the secretary’s report as amended was made and seconded. All were in favor,  
motion carried. 
Treasurer's Report 
Randy provided a balance sheet for June.  
A motion to approve the treasurer’s report was made and seconded. All were in favor, motion carried.   
Pastor’s Report 
Pastor Karen provided a statistical report for June. There were no baptisms, weddings or new mem-
bers. Osmund Moe’s funeral was held on June 7.   She reported she has upcoming vacation and  
continuing education in August and supply has been covered. 
Old Business 
Church Maintenance 
Troy presented a bid for the front door replacement from Central Door and Hardware. This appeared to 
be the best option presented to date. The proposal with installation was $2272. This option includes 
primed doors only, so Troy has offered to spray the doors.  Discussion ensued on the need to paint the 
existing jam as well as choosing a color. Hasting will be out by the end of the week to begin work on 
the furnaces.  
New Business 
Memorials 
It was discussed that it would be appreciated to keep a separate ledger balance for memorials so that a 
current balance could be reflected for use of the monies rather than including this in the general ledger.  
Randy will look at creating this. 
Paraments 
The Altar Committee will be ordering new green and white paraments with designated memorial  
monies.  
Next Meeting Date:  September 13th, 7:30pm                                  
Adjourn 
A motion to adjourn the meeting was made and seconded . All were in favor, the motion carried. 
The meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
Submitted by Haley Thorson, BLC Council Secretary 
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FISHER MINUTES 

Fisher Lutheran Church Council Minutes 

7-27-17 

 

Members Present- Pastor Karen, Pres. Ken Miller, VP Reed Tinkham, Dave Radi, 

Gail Kasowski, Chad Knutson, Amanda Holte, Darryl Quern, Sheryl Tinkham,  

Kelly Bakken. 

Meeting called to order at 7:42 pm by President Ken Miller. 

Devotions were led by Pastor Karen. 

Secretary’s Report- The council reviewed the minutes from the June meeting. 

Motion to approve minutes: Reed T., Second: Darryl Quern. 

Treasurer’s Report- Presented by Kelley Bakken.  Motion to approve report: Dave R., Second: Reed T. 

Pastor’s Report- Pastor Karen read the statistics for June.  Pastor Karen stated that the Youth Group 

chose to go to Flathead Lutheran Bible Camp for their upcoming youth retreat. 

There was a motion made by Kelley Bakken to pay $200 per child for the 2018 trip to Flathead Luther-

an Bible Camp.  Second: Darryl Q. 

Rally Sunday will be September 10, 2017. 

Committee Reports 

Technology Committee-  The new sound system is up and running well. 

Parsonage Committee-  The Renters have paid $125 for a plumbing bill, so they will have that amount 

taken off of their next months rent. 

Property Committee-  A water leak from the furnace was in the closet next to the kitchen, where the 

furnace is located.  The water caused some of the tiles on the floor to come loose. 

 Old Business-  Ken Miller sprayed for dandelions and sprayed around the building.  

The Council is waiting to hear on the cement bench in front of the church that was damaged. 

Danielle Gratton is writing grants for the church to receive AED’s. 

New Business-  The Council discussed the possibility of hiring a Church Secretary/ Treasurer. 

NEXT MEETING WILL BE SEPTEMBER 6, 2017 @ 7:30 PM. 

Motion to adjourn: Kelley B., Second: Chad K.  

Fisher Bygland Lutheran Parish 

Pastor Karen Young Trenne 

209 2nd St. S.    P.O. Box 127    Fisher, MN  56723 

Parish Office:  218-891-4632 Pastor Karen’s Cell:  701-610-3543 
 

Messenger Editor:  Jami Egeland office@fisherbygland.org 

 
www.fisherbygland.org 
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