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Newsletter for the Fisher Bygland Lutheran Parish January 2017 

From the Pastor’s desk... 

THE MESSENGER 

Weekly Holy Communion 
23For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took a 

loaf of bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, "This is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance 

of me." 25In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as 

often as you drink it, in remembrance of me." 26For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's 

death until he comes. – 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
 

Last month I wrote about how God sent Jesus to live among us a Christmas. I related this to Holy Communion. It is my desire 

that this January, we start the practice of celebrating Holy Communion weekly in our parish.  
 

In the above passage from 1 Corinthians, St. Paul tells of the gift that has been given and is meant to be shared. St. Paul as-

sumed that whenever Christians met together for worship that they would share the good news about Jesus and that they 

would eat and drink the body and blood together. This tradition was continued in the Christian church for centuries.  

At the time of the Reformation, Luther and the confessors also encouraged weekly celebration of Holy Communion. The 

Augsburg Confession XXIV:34 states, “Inasmuch, then, as the Mass is not a sacrifice to remove the sins of others, whether 

living or dead, but should be a Communion in which the priest and others receive the sacrament for themselves, it is ob-

served among us in the following manner: On holy days, and at other times when communicants are present, Mass is held 

and those who desire it are communicated.” 
 

In 1997, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America adopted Use of the Means of Grace, A Statement on the Practice of 

Word and Sacrament, a document for guidance and practice. A stated principle in this document is, “According to the Apolo-

gy of the Augsburg Confession, Lutheran congregations celebrate the Holy Communion every Sunday and festival. This con-

fession remains the norm for our practice.” By way of background it says, “The Church celebrates the Holy Communion fre-

quently because the Church needs the sacrament, the means by which the Church's fellowship is established and its mission 

as the baptized people of God is nourished and sustained. This practice was reaffirmed in 1989 by the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America. We continue to need ‘consistent pastoral encouragement and instruction relating to Holy Communion... 

pointing up Christ's command, his promise, and our deep need.  (A Statement of Communion Practices, ELCA, 1989) For a 

variety of historical reasons, Lutherans in various places moved away from the weekly celebration of the sacrament.” (Use 

of the Means of Grace, p.39) The recommended application of this principle is that congregations celebrate Holy Communion 

weekly and that Holy Communion is offered as an invitation and is not required. 
 

As your pastor, I want to be able to offer Holy Communion weekly because I think it gives you something that I cannot give 

you in the sermon. The sermon offers God’s grace, forgiveness, and the Good News of Jesus’ resurrection from the dead. 

Holy Communion gives you those same gifts, but in a physical, tangible way. While the words of the sermon ring in your 

ears, the body and blood of Jesus enter your body and run through your veins. Both send you out into your daily lives to 

share that same Good News with those in your homes, work places, schools, and community. I will offer a short congrega-

tional forum on Weekly Holy Communion following worship at Fisher on January 15, and at Bygland January 22. Please feel 

free to call me with your questions and concerns as well.  

Yours in Christ, Pastor Karen  
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PARISH NEWS 

What does the Valley Memorial Foundation do for Valley 
Memorial Homes? 
  
Valley Memorial Foundation was created in 1985 to enhance a broad continuum of care 
for those we serve in our community.  We are dedicated to raising private support that 
advances Valley Memorial Homes’ mission.  Valley Memorial Foundation builds relation-
ships in an effort to encourage and secure voluntary donations through gifts of cash, 
stock, retirement funds, grants, estates, planned and deferred gifts.  Your gifts may be 
designated to a program or project of your choice and are tax-deductible as al-
lowed.  You may give a gift online through our website at www.valleymemorial.org – 
Ways to Help or by contacting Sue at 701-787-7984.  

ANNUAL MEETINGS ANNOUNCED 
The annual meeting of the Fisher Lutheran Church  will be held 

on Sunday, January 22, 2017, immediately following the 11:00 

AM worship service.   

 

The annual meeting of the Bygland Lutheran Church will be 

held on Sunday, January 29, 2017, immediately following the 

11:00 AM worship service. 

WINTER BLUES BAKE SALE 
 
 
 

Come to Bygland Lutheran on Sunday, January 22nd to shake those winter 
blues away with some yummy baked goods.  
 
The Bygland Lutheran Church Middle School Youth Group will be hosting a 
"Winter Blues Bake Sale" on Sunday, January 22, 2017 at 10:00 a.m. in the 
church narthex.  The group is fundraising for a middle school youth mission 
trip, summer 2017.  Please come and support our youth. 

http://www.valleymemorial.org/
tel:(701)%20787-7984
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BYGLAND NEWS 
 

We are God's work in progress, with hearts lifted to God in trust and praise and with hands extended to serve in Jesus' name.  

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Unofficial/Unapproved Council Meeting Minutes ~ December 14, 2016 7:30pm 
 
Members present: Roger Moe, Marsha Ketring, Alan Halvorson, Pam Robertson, Karen Ebertowski, Ronnie Thorson, Troy 
Pecka, Haley Thorson, Eric Egeland, Randy Moe and Pastor Karen 
Members absent: Sheila Wurden  
Call to Order-The council meeting was called to order by Council President Roger Moe at 7:30pm and Pastor Kern led devotions 
on the Leaning Into Our Hope. 
Secretary's Report-Haley provided a copy of the November minutes. Randy highlighted one grammatical error.  
A motion to approve the secretary’s report as amended was made by Eric and seconded by Karen E. All were in favor, motion car-
ried. 
Treasurer's Report-Randy provided a balance sheet for October and November. He highlighted the increase in offerings in No-
vember as well as the lutefisk dinner income. He shared that we are currently 78% of budget for the year. A motion to approve 
the treasurer’s report was made by Pam and seconded by Ronnie. All were in favor, motion carried.   
Pastor’s Report-Pastor Karen did provided a statistical report for October and November. There were no baptisms, weddings, 
funerals or new members in either month. Pastoral Care has been in great need over the last month as well as Joint Council 
Meetings, Thanksgiving Worship, Marriage Prep Classes and other standing meetings/commitments.  She also shared that Jami 
Egeland has accepted the Parish Secretary position and has begun to train with Bonnie.  
 

Pastor Karen had a request from the Sunday School for an organist for the Sunday of the Christmas Program.  Pastor Karen fol-
lowed up with Jane Traub and she is available.  She recommended the council consider compensating her for an extra service. 
The council agreed. 
 

Old Business 
Church Maintenance-Alan requested a bid on replacement of the front doors from Lumbermart. Due to the complexity and com-
position of the doors they declined to provide the bid.  He inquired with Jamie Brundin and has had Sterling Carpet One out for 
additional estimates.  No numbers have been received from them as of yet.  
 

Lutefisk Dinner-There were approximately 325 served and just over $7000 was raised.  Randy shared that expenses have not 
been accounted for yet.  Haley shared that there seemed to be an increase in positive feedback from attendees in the dining 
room. 
 

Organist-Pastor Karen reported that Bonnie has begun to follow up with individuals who may be available for Sundays in January. 
 

Mission Investment Fund-Randy suggested that since the MIF deadline was so close, that council consider moving $6500 before 
12/21 and $6500 after 12/21 from savings to the annuity, in lieu of the MIF.  This would basically take care of the reset of the 
monies the church has received from Enbridge.   
A motion to move a total of $13000 from savings to the annuity was made by Alan and seconded by Ronnie. All were in favor and 
motion carried. 
 

New Business 
Perpetual Mission Gifts-The following $250 perpetual mission gifts were discussed for 2016: Community Violence Intervention 
Center, NWMN Synod’s MP4ME, Good Sam Society, EGF Food Shelf, Third Street Clinic, Northland’s Rescue Mission, Valley Me-
morial Homes Chaplaincy, Women’s Pregnancy Center, Sunshine Hospitality House and Crookston Care and Share.  
A motion to approve the aforementioned mission gifts was made by Haley and seconded by Alan. All were in favour, motion car-
ried. 
 

Open Council Positions from 2017-Several individuals expressed interest in returning to council next year. Pastor Karen will re-
search the constitution and discuss with the Bishop’s Office if necessary and get in touch with the nominating committee. 
 

BLC Annual Meeting Date-The council decided to hold the Annual Meeting on Sunday, January 29 following the 11am service.  A 
baked potato bar family fellowship will be organized. 
 

Next Meeting Date:   Regular BLC Council Meeting, January 11, 7:30pm 
                                    BLC Annual Meeting, January 29, following 11am service 
 

Adjourn-A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Haley and seconded by Troy . All were in favor, the motion  
carried.       The meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

Submitted by Haley Thorson, BLC Council Secretary 
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BYGLAND LUTHERAN NEWS 
QUILTING 
Bygland quilting – No quilting until April 
 

BOOK CLUB NEWS 
Book club members finished their reading season in November and will not meet again until March 27, 2017, at which time 
they will discuss THE GOLDFINCH (Donna Tartt).  Happy winter reading! 

  

FISHER NEWS 

January 9 & 10 —9:00 AM Quilting   

January 18—9:00 AM Bible Study 

January 23 & 24—9:00 AM Quilting 

SHOEBOXES SHARED 

Bygland members provided 16 shoeboxes filled with daily living items to people living at the Northlands Rescue Mission 
this year. Blessings shared.  

Paschal Candle  
A beautiful candle stand and Paschal candle have been given to Fisher Lutheran in memory of Ron Peter-

son. The stand was designed and constructed by local artist David Badman. It represents the triune God 

unified in one light that shines in the darkness. It is fitting that it has been given during the season of Ad-

vent as we light candles in the darkness to illumine our way.  

A Paschal candle, also known as a Christ candle or Easter candle, is the largest candle in the church. It stands at the altar 

and is lit from Easter Day through Pentecost. It takes its place at the baptismal font during the rest of the year and is only 

lit for baptisms and funerals.  

Our Parish Family 
Sympathy goes out to the family of Loretta Ross (Valerie Korynta’s mother).  Loretta’s funeral was held in Crook-

ston on Tuesday, December 13, 2016. 
 

Dellas H Peterson age 96, landed on heaven’s shores Dec 13, 2016. Formerly of Fisher, MN and Grand Forks, ND 
she was preceded in death by parents Helena and Phil Norden and 12 siblings.  She is survived by one sister Denee 
Miller (phoenix, AZ) 2 daughters Elaine (Gary) Nelson Plymouth, MN and Barbara (Darrell) Berg White Bear Lake, 
MN grandsons, Steve, Brent, Ryan Nelson, Jeffery, & Cory Berg and eleven great grandchildren.  Dellas was a long time 
member of Fisher Lutheran Church and active in the Church & Community activities. She will be remembered for her sweet 
and loving spirit. 
 

A family memorial service was held at Lake Johanna Shores where Dellas lived the past three years.  A burial service will be 
held in the spring at Fisher Lutheran Cemetery.  Notice to follow.  In lieu of flowers memorials preferred to Fisher Lutheran 
Church Cemetery Fund. 
 
Sympathy goes out to the family of Darlene (Peterson) Reinarz, who passed away on December 15, 2016.  The funeral was 
held at Fisher Lutheran on December 21, 2016. 
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FISHER NEWS  

Fisher Lutheran Church Council Minutes ~ December 11th, 2016 
Members Present: Pastor Karen Young Trenne, Lance Reitmeir, Kelly Bakken, Sheryl Tinkham, , Darryl Quern, Ken Miller, 
Troy Newhouse. 
Call to Order: Meeting was called to order by President Lance Reitmeir 
Devotions: Devotions were led by Pastor Karen Young Trenne 
Secretary’s Report: The Secretary’s report for the November Meeting was reviewed.  A motion was made to accept the sec-
retary’s report.  Motion was seconded, motion passed 
Treasurer’s Report: The Treasurer’s Report for the month of November was reviewed. A motion was made to accept the 
treasury reports.  The motion was seconded, motion passed.  
 

Pastor’s Report 

Pastor Karen ministered 3 baptisms in November. Activities Pastor Karen has been involved in include:  Confirmation classes, 

Good Samaritan Center, Red River Valley Juvenile Center, Dean’s Conference call, Conference meeting, Joint Council meeting, 

and Thanksgiving worship. Pastor Karen had three days for personal leave to visit her sister at the Mayo Clinic.  

Upcoming important dates include:  Christmas worship @ 10 AM on Christmas day, and the 10 AM service on New Year’s 

Day.   
 

Committee Report 

The current tenants of the parsonage have mentioned to the parsonage committee that they will be moving out at the end of 

the year. Pastor Karen suggested that the parsonage committees for both Fisher and Bygland meet to discuss advertising  

rent of the parsonage to prospective tenants.  
 

Old Business 

HB Sound and light have provided us an itemized quote for the technology additions we wish to pursue in the near future.  

The council is waiting for a bid from Valley Electric before they make a decision with HB sound and light.    The recent invest- 

ment into a 4 year annuity @ 3.5% with Mission Investment Fund is finalized.  Member of the property committee will con- 

tact Ecolab to investigate any cost savings of signing a 6 month contract for the services rendered in summer months.   
 

New Business 

Jami Egeland has expressed interest in becoming the new Parish secretary. An influx of requests for donations have come to 

the church over the past year. At our next council meeting we will review our current years benevolences and decide on who 

and how much we will give to for next year.  A motion was made to hold the annual meeting on January 22nd immediately  

following the 11 AM worship.  Motion was seconded, motion passed.  A motion was made to offer $200 to the youth group  

for grocery supplies if they are interested in hosting a meal prior to the start of the annu-

al meeting. Motion was seconded,  

motion passed.  Kelly Bakken will look into completing the tax form Certificate of Rent 

Paid for the current tenants of the  

parsonage.  

A motion was made to adjourn the meeting.  Motion was seconded and passed. Pastor 
Karen led us in praying the Lord’s Prayer following the meeting. The next council meeting 
will be Monday, January 9th @ 7:30 PM. 
 

Respectfully submitted by Troy Newhouse, Secretary 
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YOUTH NEWS  

Fisher Bygland Lutheran Parish 

Pastor Karen Young Trenne 

209 2nd St. S.    P.O. Box 127    Fisher, MN  56723 

Parish Office:  218-891-4632 Pastor Karen’s Cell:  701-610-3543 
 

Messenger Editor:  Bonnie Knutson office@fisherbygland.org 

 
www.fisherbygland.org 

Fisher Lutheran Church finished off their Sunday School year by singing their favorite Christmas songs and talking 

about what the letters in the word Christmas mean.  A special thank you to the parents and volunteers that were able to 
donate their time and to the youth volunteers for serving breakfast afterward!  Sunday School will resume on January 8th.  

Bygland Lutheran Church Sunday school News 
Then your light will shine from the darkness, and the darkness around you will be as bright as noon.”  (Isaiah 58:10) 

 
Throughout November and December, the Sunday school children have been learning about the story of Christ’s 

birth.  Each of them created a table center piece which depicted the story on four different panels.  Each panel shared a 

different part of the Christmas story (the angel bringing good news; the journey to Bethlehem; the birth of Jesus; and shar-

ing the good news with others.   In December, they hosted their Christmas program entitled “Come to Bethlehem and See.”  

This was a living nativity that took the congregation on a journey to Bethle-

hem  to come and see what was happening the night when Jesus was born.  

In November and December, the student’s also participated in collecting 

coins for the ELCA Good Gifts Program and distributed Advent calendars to 

the congregation to support world hunger relief.  These kids are AMAZING! 

In January, the students will begin exploring the parables.  They will also be 
working on fighting world hunger with the Rice Bowl project to provide food 
to orphaned children around the world.  If you want more information about 
the project go to the website:   www.ricebowls.org.  “Feed the hungry, and 
help those in trouble.   

http://www.ricebowls.org

