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Newsletter for the Fisher Bygland Lutheran Parish February 2016 

From the Pastor’s desk... 

THE MESSENGER 

Lent 2016: Getting to Know Jesus: Four Stories, One Savior. 

 

Every Christian knows about Jesus. He is God and he is human. He was born at Bethlehem in a stable. He died on a cross at 

Calvary outside of Jerusalem. He performed miracles and healed people. He was raised from the dead and lives.  

In this world where more and more people do not know who Jesus is, we Christians are challenged to tell his story. During 

Lent, we are going to focus on how Jesus’ story is told in the New Testament. We will start with Jesus, then explore each of 

the four Gospel stories. How are those stories alike and how are they different? Our goal is to be better equipped to tell Je-

sus’ story to those who do not know him and do not believe in him. 

 

February 17 - Jesus 

February 24 - Mark 

March 2 - Matthew 

March 9 - Luke 

March 16 - John 
 

These services will be led by the seventh and eighth grade confirmation students along with Pastor Karen. Please plan to 

attend to support these students and learn with them how to help others get to know Jesus! 
 

New Conferences 

 

The 2015 Northwestern Minnesota Synod Assembly passed a resolution 
revising the current 10-conference structure to move toward a new struc-
ture with 24 clusters of geographically-close congregations and ministry 
agencies, eight conferences, and an open-ended number of networks de-
fined by common interests and affinities. 
The process and transition to the new conferences, clusters and networks 
has already begun. Congregations are now invited to discuss what it means 
to be church; clusters and conferences will gather in the coming weeks to 
draft bylaws and job descriptions for the Conference’s Deans and Chairper-
son. Fisher and Bygland churches will continue to be part of Conference 3, 
tentatively named the Crookston Conference. We will also be part of Cluster 
7 along with congregations in Crookston, Climax, Shelly, Nielsville, Fertile, 
Beltrami, Gary, and Buxton and Cummings, ND. All members of the parish 
are invited to attend the Conference Assembly, Sunday, February 28 at Trin-
ity Lutheran Church, Crookston, from 2:00 – 5:00 pm.  
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Parish News  
Who does Valley Memorial Homes serve? 
 
Valley Memorial Homes serves the greater Grand Forks area with compassionate care and service 
from a Christian perspective.  We provide for over 525 residents and tenants with a full continuum 
of care in our five facilities.  We strive to meet the needs of every person—physically, socially and 
spiritually.  Valley Memorial Homes employs over 800 people to help achieve this goal.  We are 
proud to be a part of your congregation’s mission, as well as a part of this community.  Please visit 

our website at  www.valleymemorial.org  

ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
Pastor Karen will be holding a series of Adult Bible Study classes, beginning on 

Monday, February 1, 2016, at 7:00 PM at Fisher Lutheran.  The theme of this series 

is “Reformation Roots”.  This class will focus on Martin Luther and explore our 

reformation roots in preparation for the 500th anniversary of Luther’s 95 Theses 

on October 31, 2017.  This class will meet Mondays at 7:00 PM, alternating be-

tween Fisher and Bygland. 

 

Some food for thought...do you ever wonder why we have so many Christian de-

nominations and if there is really much difference between them?  The answers to 

these questions lie in the dramatic and turbulent times of the Reformation.  This high definition series brings to life the 

stories and struggles that still impact us today. 

PARISH TIDBITS FISHER LUTHERAN   

BABY GRAND PIANO FUNDRAISER 
Do you like the sound of a classic, mellow piano?  One 

with an open top so the sound carries throughout the 

room?   
 

The Fisher Worship & Music Committee is holding a 

piano fundraiser.  Sponsor a key  (or keys) for $70 each.  

Checks may be made out to Fisher Lutheran Church 

with “piano” in the memo line.  Please 

leave it in the parish secretary’s box or 

mail to the church.  There are 88 keys 

on a piano, and with enough key spon-

sors, we will have enough money 

raised to purchase this piano.   
 

Check out the poster in the narthex to see how many 

keys are sponsored! 

 

 

All Fisher Lutheran Church women are welcome to 

join in the quilting fun and Bible Study group!  You 

don’t need to be a skilled quilter to make a quilt.  It’s 

fun and many hands make lighter work and you’re 

guaranteed to enjoy some laughs! 

Feb 8/9 —Quilting at Fisher, 9:00 AM 

Feb 17—Bible Study, 9:00 AM.   

Feb 22/23—Quilting at Fisher, 9:00 AM 

The new 2016 WELCA booklets will soon be  available 

in the narthex. 

BYGAND ANNUAL MEETING 
The Annual Meeting of the Bygland Lutheran 

Church is set for Sunday, February 7, 2016, at 

12:00 PM, following the 11:00 AM worship service. 

http://www.valleymemorial.org
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Fisher Lutheran News 

Fisher Lutheran Church Council Minutes—January 6, 2016 
 

Members Present:  Pastor Karen Young Trenne, Jon Ross, Caroline Tinkham, Sheryl Tinkham, Ken Miller,  Lance   

Reitmeier, Kelly Bakken, Darryl Quern, Ross Korynta, and Troy Newhouse. 

Members Not Present:  Darryl Jorgenson 

Call to Order:  Meeting was called to order by President Jon Ross. 

Devotions:  Devotions were led by Pastor Karen Young Trenne. 
 

Secretary’s Report:  The Secretary’s Report for the December meeting was presented by Troy.  Lance made a motion to 

approve the council minutes.  The motion was seconded by Daryl Quern.  Motion passed. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Treasurer’s Report for the month of November was presented by Caroline Tinkham.  Motion was car-

ried by Darryl Q to approve the Treasurer’s Report, the motion was seconded by Kelly.  Motion passed. 

Pastor’s Report:  Activities Pastor Karen has been involved in include the Good Samaritan Center, Red River Juvenile 

Center, WELCA Bible Study,  and Christian worships.  Pastor Karen introduced Katy and Grace Smith as new members of 

the Fisher Lutheran congregation  Welcome Katy and Grace!   
 

Upcoming events include the Fisher Congregational Meeting on January 31, 2016, and the Bygland Congregational Meeting 

on February 7, 2016. 
 

Old Business 

Lance made a motion to replace the resolution from the December meeting concerning the ELCA Mission Investment.  A 

new motion was made by Lance to invest $20,000 into a 4 year fixed interest rate annuity with ELCA Mission Investment 

Fund.  The motion was seconded by Ross.  Motion carried. 

A motion was made by Kelly to provide Katelyn Kasowski with a $500 gift card for her time consuming efforts in designing 

a parish website.  Ross seconded, motion carried. 

A report from the nominating committee was provided by Lance. 
 

New Business 

The parsonage is now vacant and the parsonage committee needs to assess general 

maintenance needs of the building.   

A certificate of rent is ready to be provided to the previous parsonage tenants. 

One of the heat pumps for the furnace has failed and needs to be replaced.  Sheryl 

made the motion to accept option #1 and note #4 of the Grove Mechanical proposal 

bid to repair the furnace.  The council will hire Valley Electric for any electrical instal-

lation needed for the repair.  Lance seconded this motion.  Motion carried. 

Caroline made a motion to pay the youth group $200 for the meal they will prepare 

following the annual meeting on January 31.  Kelly seconded, motion carried. 

The council recognize and applauded Jon Ross and Caroline Tinkham for their exem-

plary services as President and Treasurer for the council. 
 

Pastor Karen led us in praying the Lord’s Prayer and the meeting was adjourned.   

The Fisher Congregational meeting is January 31, following the 11:00 AM service.  The next Fisher Council meeting is Feb-

ruary 3, 2016, at 7:30 PM. 
 

Respectfully submitted by Troy Newhouse, Secretary. 
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BYGLAND LUTHERAN NEWS 

Bygland Lutheran Church Unofficial/Unapproved Council Meeting Minutes—January 13, 2016, 7:30 PM 
 

We are God's work in progress, with hearts lifted to God in trust and praise and with hands extended to serve in Jesus' name.  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Members present: Pastor Karen, Randy Moe, Roger Moe, Eric Egeland, Ronnie Thorson Alan Halvorson, Troy Pecka, Karen 
Ebertowski, Haley Thorson, Sheila Wurden and Marsha Ketring, and Pam Robertson.   
Members absent: none 
Call to Order: The council meeting was called to order by Council President Roger Moe at 7:30pm. 
Devotions: Pastor Karen led devotions from the Bishop’s Bile Studies from Matthew 18:15-20. 
Secretary's Report: The November and December minutes were reviewed.  A motion to approve the secretary’s report was 
made by Eric and seconded by Pam. All were in favor, motion carried. 
Treasurer's Report:  Randy provided a monthly balance sheet for December. Randy noted the Lutefisk Dinner income and the 
reimbursement for health insurance premiums from St. Marks. BLC was at 94.7% of projected of offerings at the end of De-
cember. (Approximately $4800 short.)  A motion to approve the Treasurer’s report was made by Alan and seconded by Ronnie. 
All were in favor, motion carried. 
Pastor’s Report: Pastor Karen presented her report for December. The baptism of Brian Paul Anchor Wurden was held, as 
was the funeral of Joel Bergland. Jeffrey and Jenna Lutz and Paul and Rachel Trenne were received as new members.  Pastor 
Karen has been appointed to the transitional conference structure committee for the NW MN Synod. The Synod is condensing 
from 10 conferences to 8. She also mentioned that a congregational meeting will be needed to discuss ministry options with 
fellow conference congregations. This discussion could take place at the annual meeting on Feb 7th.  
 

Old Business 
BLC Internet:  Roger had spoken with Kent Wavra about getting internet service through Halstad. A 
secured network has been installed. Eric will follow up with Kent regarding costs/billing. 
Parsonage Vacancy:  Lance an Emily will be moving out by the end of January. The Parsonage Com-
mittees have met and walked through the property to discuss any work that is needed. Possible projects 
include windows, painting, bathroom work, and garage door opener. Brian Morken has been contacted 
for bids. There is a balance in the Parsonage Fund that could be utilized for some of the costs. 
BLC Painting Project:  Jamie reported that the $5000 budget that was allocated to the project task 
force has been expended.  The reminder of the painting will be tabled until the congregation can discuss further funding of the 
Project Task Force at the annual meeting. 
 

New Business 
Nominating Committee Update:  Haley reported that the nominating committee met on Sunday to review the open elected 
positions.  Several individuals have committed to service for 2016. A few more contacts will be made to fill in the rest.  
Web Development Reimbursement:  Pastor Karen reported that FLC Council voted to purchase a $500 Visa Gift Card for Ms. 
Kasowski who helped revamp the Parish Website. BLC had previously discussed providing a gift to her as well. 
A motion to reimburse FLC $250 for half of the GC was made by Karen and seconded by Eric. All were in favour, motion carried. 
2016 BLC Budget:  The council reviewed the 2015 proposed and actual budgets to prepare a 2016 budget proposal to pre-
sent to the congregation at the annual meeting. The proposed budget of $92603.10 is less than a 1% increase over both the 
2015 proposed and actual budgets.  A motion to present the proposed budget to the congregation at the annual meeting was 
made by Alan and seconded by Troy. All were in favour, motion carried.  
Memorials:  Marsha shared that she has received calls to ask where memorials should be directed. Currently the memorials 
are deposited into the General Fund unless they are designated to a mission that carries its own fund. Randy notates memori-
als in the ledger for use when needed.  A list of potential memorial causes was discussed as was creating a separate account 
for memorials.  Randy will look into a separate account. Marsha agreed to manage the account since she would intercept 
them initially anyway.  
 

Next Meeting Date:   BLC Annual Meeting, February 7th following church 
Regular BLC Council Meeting, February 10th following Ash Wednesday Service 
Adjourn:  A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Randy and seconded by Ronnie. All were in favor, the motion    
carried. 
 

The meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
Submitted by Haley Thorson, BLC Secretary 
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Perhaps you’ve heard about the Wordless Book, a five-color booklet individuals can use to help them remember 

the different aspects of the good news of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection.  This Lenten season, the students at Bygland 

Lutheran Church will be using this concept to deepen their understanding of what Easter is all about.  They will be partici-

pating in colorful experiences each week and creating their own Wordless Gospels.  The colors will help them to tell oth-

ers about Jesus in a simple way.   
 

Each color of the Wordless Book represents an important Bible truth about Salvation 
 

BLACK – Sin Romans 3:23 | All have sinned 

RED – Blood I John 1:7 | Jesus’ blood covers all sin 

  WHITE—Pure Psalm 51:7 | Jesus washes away confessed sin  

YELLOW – Heaven John 14:2 | Believe on Jesus and receive Eternal Life 

GREEN – Grow 2 Peter 3:18 | Grow in the knowledge of the Lord  

Remember, everyone sins, but Jesus died for us all and everyone can have God’s forgiveness.  When we follow 

Jesus, we grow in faith and will one day go to heaven!  That is what Easter is all about!   

REMINDER!  There will not be Sunday School on February 14, 2016. 

BYGLAND SUNDAY SCHOOL SNIPPETS 

ASH WEDNESDAY ~ “I used to think it was the ashes that were weird. “ 
 
I didn't grow up with ashes on Ash Wednesday. It was my Catholic friends who got out of school over 
lunchtime and came back with the strange smudge on their foreheads. We had the 40 days of Lent too, and 
we also had "Ash Wednesday," but we didn't put ashes on our foreheads back then, which means that we also didn't hear 
the haunting words, "Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return."  
 
Now, after drawing many crosses on many foreheads, I don't think the ashes are so weird any more. Now, after going to 
many cemeteries and throwing dirt over many coffins, and making the sign of the cross and saying, "The Lord bless her and 
keep her... " many times, I don't think it's so weird.  
 
And I hear that even people who don't go to church sort of get the ashes: "Remember that you are dust, and to dust you 
shall return." You don't have to live very long to experience that.  
 
But you know what I think is weird?   The confession of sins.  It's one of the weirdest things we do in church, not only Ash 
Wednesday, although it takes on special significance on Ash Wednesday.  We actually confess our sins.  
 
Think about it. Most of the time we try to convince one another, and even ourselves, that we are "pretty good." Most of 
the time we try to hide our flaws, like the bottles hidden in the closet, the rags in the attic, the stuff in the basement that 
we haven't gotten rid of yet.  But on Ash Wednesday we actually open the closet door and let all of the secrets tumble out. 
We let all of the secrets tumble out, and fall on the mercy of God. It is the beginning of our Lenten disciplines: telling the 
truth.   "Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return." 

~Diane Roth (Associate Pastor at Woodlake Lutheran Church, ELCA), taken from “Living Lutheran”, 2/13/13. 
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YOUTH NEWS 

Fisher Bygland Lutheran Parish 

Pastor Karen Young Trenne 

209 2nd St. S.    P.O. Box 127    Fisher, MN  56723 

Parish Office:  218-891-4632 Pastor Karen’s Cell:  701-610-3543 
 

Messenger Editor:  Bonnie Knutson   office@fisherbygland.com 

 
www.fisherbygland.org 

Souper Bowl of Caring ~ The Fisher Youth Group will hold soup pots at church doors on Souper Bowl of Caring Sun-

day, February 7, 2016.  Our youth group donates to the Climax Community Food Shelf.  Please support the youth of our 

church in this effort to “love our neighbors” by dropping your dollar or your non-perishable food item in the soup pots on 

February 7th either before or after the morning service.   

 

 

Ski Trip ~ There will be a youth group ski trip to a local ski resort this winter.  Stay tuned for 

more details as the plans are made. 

 

PATHWAYS OUTDOOR MINISTRIES 
Do your children like to be outdoors in the summer?  Do they like to swim, play 

games, hang out with friends, and get closer to nature?  Would you like to see them 

get closer to Jesus?  The schedules  for Pathways summer camps are out.   Summer 

camp is a great way to break up the summer, make new friends, meet   old ones, and 

grow in faith. 

 

Early bird registration is now open through March 18, offering a discount in the registration fee.  There are camps for all 

school-age children, ranging from the following:  Half Pint Day (K-2) to High School Camp.  There are also several options 

for adventure camps including “Wet & Wilderness”, a houseboat trip, and a 2-week “Called and Sent”  program for 

those entering grade 12—graduated senior.   

 


