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PALM/PASSION SUNDAY    
April 14th 

Procession with Palms  

9:00 AM Worship at Bygland 

11:00 AM Worship at Fisher 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 

April 18th 

7:00 PM Worship at Bygland 

First Holy Communion for 5th Graders: Spencer Drengson, 

Aubrianna Garcia, Kadence Korynta,   

Sophie Pecka, Malene Reitmeier,     

Waylon Starkey, Avynn Thorson and 

Reighan Wavra.  
 

GOOD FRIDAY 
        April 19th 

     7:00 PM Worship at Fisher 

EASTER 
April 21st 

7:00 AM Worship at Bygland followed by a Pancake Breakfast by 

the Youth Group. 

10:00 AM Worship at Fisher 
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Newsletter for the Fisher Bygland Lutheran Parish 

From the Pastor’s desk... THE MESSENGER 
April, 2019  

2019 A Year of Stewardship – It All Belongs to God 

 

“No one can serve two masters…. You cannot serve God and wealth.” – Matthew 6:24 

Let me start by saying that almost all of you are wealthy. Here is how I know. The 2019 Federal Poverty Guidelines          

according to the U.S. Dept. of Health and Human Services website are $12,490 annual income for a single person         

household, a two-person household is $16,910, and a four-person household is $25,750. If your annual income exceeds 

these guidelines, you are wealthy. It just might not seem like it because most of us measure our wealth in comparison to 

those who have more wealth. If you are reading this and your income falls under these guidelines, please know that there 

are ways to seek help to get proper food, shelter, and clothing, as well as healthcare and transportation. Please call me at 

the parish office, 218-891-4632 for help to access assistance. I’m guessing that many, if not most of you exceed these     

federal guidelines by at least double, if not much more. You are wealthy. Let’s start there and be honest about it.   

In his stewardship book, Ask, Thank, Tell, Chick Lane says that Jesus talks about money and possessions more than he talks 

about prayer, his death, or even forgiveness. “The letters of the New Testament also contain an amazing amount of        

material about money and possessions.” He cautions that we dismiss or ignore the dire warnings about the perils of wealth 

in the New Testament at our own risk! Here are some of the warnings:  

 Matthew 6:24, “No one can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to 

the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.” 

 1 Timothy 6:9-10, “But those who want to be rich fall into temptation and are trapped by many senseless and harmful 

desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, and in their   

eagerness to be rich some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many pains.” 

 Luke 18:24-25, “How hard it is for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God! Indeed, it is easier for a camel 

to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” 

Jesus is clear, discipleship means leaving the pursuit of the cares and comforts of this world to follow him. Being Jesus’   

disciples means that we put ALL our trust in Jesus. The world thinks this is foolish. We are bombarded with messages that 

the prudent thing to do is to save and invest for our future security. We learned these lessons from frugal parents and 

grandparents who lived through the Great Depression and World War II, when they knew scarcity and rationing. Lane says, 

“We see absolutely no problem trusting in our financial security for the economic realities of this life, and at the same time 

trusting in Jesus for our spiritual needs and for our eternal life.” The problem with this is that Jesus is clear, we cannot 

serve two masters. We will either “hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise the                  

other.” (Matthew 6:24) 

What is a faithful disciple to do? Jesus is just a clear that the wealthy have been given their resources by God in order to 

share them with those who are in need. In Luke 16:19-31 Jesus tells the parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus, giving a real 

warning about what can be expected when the needs of the poor are ignored. In Matthew 25:31-46 Jesus tells about what 

will happen when the Son of Man returns to judge the nations, separating those who have been generous with the poor 

and needy from those who have not. The book of Acts gives several accounts of the early church gathering resources for 

those in need. In the second letter to the Corinthians, St. Paul admonishes the church to give offerings to support the   

Christians in Jerusalem.   

The struggle between the two masters of God and wealth is more real for us today than it ever has been. Jesus doesn’t 

want your money, he wants you! He wants your heart, your life. He wants you to live with him in his kingdom. Your money 

can get in the way of that. Chick Lane concludes, “To cling to possessions, giving a pittance of a percentage of one’s income 

to Christ’s church, seems certainly to indicate one who has not broken the hold of the master called wealth. Generous    

giving is one step to siding with the master who lasts forever.” 
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PARISH NEWS 

BYGLAND NEWS 

FISHER NEWS 

April 8th & 9th: 9:00 AM Quilting 

April 17th: 9:00 AM Bible Study 

April 29th & 30th: 9:00 AM Quilting  

Christus Rex Invites you to Celebrate Kathy Fick on her 30 years of service & Retirement 
Sunday, April 28th  

10:30 Worship at Christus Rex: 3012 University Ave, Grand Forks, ND 58203  

12:00 Dinner & Program: 2nd Floor Memorial Union: 2901 University Ave  

Please RSVP by April 15th at www.ChristusRex.org: Donation in honor of Kathy can also be  made here.  

Summer Send-off 
June 26th: 5:30 PM Worship Christus Rex. Burgers, 

Brats & Bourbon to follow 

BOOK CLUB NEWS 
Book club members will gather at 

the  church on April 22 (7:00) to discuss 
the next novel, which has not yet been 
selected.  Call Ardis at 893-2612 after 

March 25 to learn the title.   
New members are always welcome! 

 
QUILTING:  

April 3 & 10, beginning at 9:00  

Bad winter weather is bad for church budgets! In an abundance of caution worship 
was cancelled due to poor weather at Bygland on January 27, at both congregations 
on  February 24 and March 10, and the mid-week Lenten service at Bygland on 
March 13. Please consider giving special offerings in order for our congregations to 
fund the ministry that God has called us to do! Thank you!  
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1.  The Bygland Sunday school and youth group invite all congregational and parish members to join 
them in participating in the Feed My Starving Children Greater Grand Forks MobilePack 2019 on       
Friday, April 26, 2019 from 6-8 p.m.  Contact Becky Egeland at (701) 739-1784 to reserve your 
spot.  Note the new location for the packing event:  Minnkota Power 5301 32nd Ave. South, Grand 
Forks, ND 58201.  Plan on wearing closed toe shoes; no jewelry; and bring a canned food item          
donation. 
 
2.The Bygland Sunday school students again be selling M & M tubes (Mission Money) before and after 
Sunday services now through the end of April.  Tubes sell for $1.00 each.  Purchasers can enjoy the 
chocolates and then are encouraged to fill the tubes with quarters.  Once full, they can return the 
tubes to the Sunday school.  All proceeds from the sale of the tubes will go to the Feed My Starving 
Children campaign to cover the cost of the food for the pack.   
 
3.  The Sunday school children are all invited to join in a parade of palms on Palm Sunday during the 
early service at Bygland.   
 
4.  First communion for Bygland students will be held on Maundy Thursday at Bygland 
(includes:  Reighan Wavra, Avynn Thorson, Sophie Pecka and Waylon Starkey.) 
 
5. The Bygland Sunday school and youth group invite all congregational and parish members, as well 
as neighbors and friends, to join them in participating in the spring Adopt-A-Highway collection, on 
Saturday, April 27 beginning at 10:00 a.m.  Please meet at the South door of the church.  Wear closed 
toe shoes and dress accordingly.  Collection will be as scheduled, unless deterred by weather or overly 
wet conditions, upon which notification of a new date will be announced.   

 
     6.  The last day of Sunday school at Bygland will be Sunday, 
 April  28,2019.  Recognition awards will be awarded to          
 students during the service.   
 
 7.  The Bygland youth group is seeking gently used household 
 or clothing for their up-coming rummage and vendor sale to be 
 held Saturday, May 18, 2019.  Please contact Holly Wavra or 
 Becky Egeland if you have any questions regarding donations.   
 
 8.  The Bygland youth group's Schwan's campaign is still active 
 through May 17th and earns the group a percentage of each 
 sale.  See the poster in the Narthex for more details on how to 
 place an order or go directly to Schwanscares.com.  
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The Sisters of Saint Benedict of Crookston  
Invite you to a free concert  

In Celebration of their Centennial 
 

Monday, April 8, 2019 
Time:  7:00pm 

Where:  Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception 
702 Summit Avenue 

Crookston, MN 

 Neither tickets nor reservations required. 
 

 

The Rose Ensemble: Voices of Angels: Benedictine 
Gregorian Chant and Choral 
Music from Baroque Italy 

Medieval plainchant and magnificent, 
virtuosic vocal compositions by 17th-
century nuns and monks from Milan 
and Bologna in honor of Saints Benedict 
and Scholastica. This program includes 
works for voices and  instruments by  Lucrezia Orsina Vizzana (1590-
1662), Caterina Assandra (1590-1618), Chiara Margarita Cozzolani  
(1602-1678), and others. 
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EASTER  LILIES                 FISHER  LUTHERA N 

If you are interested in providing a lily for Easter in honor or memory 

of someone, please fill out this form and give to Sheryl Tinkham or 

place in the altar committee mail box in the narthex along with a check 

or cash.  

Orders need to be in by Wednesday April 10th  

The cost is: Small $11.00  Large $21.00 

Please make checks out to Fisher Lutheran with “Lily” on the memo 

line. 

You are invited to take your lily/ies after the Easter Service. 

 

In Memory 

of:_______________________________________________ 

Quantity_______ Size/s___________ 

 

In Honor 

of:_______________________________________________ 

 

Quantity_______ Size/s____________  

 

Your name__________________________ 
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Fisher Bygland Lutheran Parish 

Pastor Karen Young Trenne 

209 2nd St. S.    P.O. Box 127    Fisher, MN  56723 

Parish Office:  218-891-4632 Pastor Karen’s Cell:  701-610-3543 

Messenger Editor:  Jami Egeland office@fisherbygland.org 

www.fisherbygland.org 

 

 

Council Highlights 
 

Fisher Council was postponed from February 20 to February 27 due to weather.  
 

President John McDonald led the meeting with Pastor Karen and five council members 

present. Secretary’s, Treasurer’s, and Pastor’s reports were received.  
 

Committee Reports - A parsonage committee report was received. Our current renter 

would like to receive fuel bills directly from the Co-op. 
 

Old Business – Constitutional changes and wedding policy were reviewed. 
 

New Business – Open positions from the ballot were reviewed and committee              

assignments were made. A motion to approve an update to the memory drive on the 

organ for up to $1200 was passed. A request to use the church for a piano recital in May 

was received and granted for a fee. A request to use the fellowship hall for a baptism 

celebration was received and granted for Kaia Goodwin on March 17. 
 

Next meeting March 20 following Lenten Worship. 
 

Bygland Council was postponed from March 13 to March 27 due to winter weather.  


