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Newsletter for the Fisher Bygland Lutheran Parish Lutheran Parish   March, 2019

From the Pastor’s desk... THE MESSENGER 
2019 A Year of Stewardship – It All Belongs to God 

Psalm 24: 1-3 “The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, the world, and those who live in it.” 

We live in a society that recognizes individual possession of property. I think that is a good 

thing. Past attempts to create societies that do not recognize individual possessions have been less than desira-

ble. And yet, this has led us to believe that we own our possessions. Nothing could be further from the truth. 

Our possessions, our wealth, our time, our very lives, all come from God. It is easy to forget that, especially 

when we work to earn our living.  

We often find ourselves using the language of “gift” when it come to our possessions. This fills our worship as 

well as our prayers. You have heard me say to you that all life is a gift from God. While this is certainly true, it 

can also be misleading. When I give a gift to someone, I no longer have any claim of ownership on that gift. The 

gifts that we receive from God are freely given with no strings attached, except that the ownership is retained by 

God. Let me illuminate this. 

Years ago, I was serving a congregation that had a piano that went out of tune very quickly, consequently it went 

unused. The church council discussed selling the instrument. When the family who had given the piano to the 

church in the first place found out about this, they said they would retrieve the piano from the church before 

they would allow that to happen. The church council was surprised! The family had given the piano as a gift to 

the congregation and no longer had any claim to ownership. However, there were strings attached to the gift! 

The church council had the authority to sell the piano but chose not to in order to maintain peace with the    

family who gave it. As far as I know, that piano is still sitting unused. 

In this story the family was mistaken about their ownership of the piano. They had transferred the ownership to 

the church, but they made a claim of ownership when the church no longer wanted the expense of the tuning 

when it wouldn’t hold its tune. God makes no such mistake.  God has given us dominion over the earth and all 

that is in it (Genesis 1:26,28). However, God has never relinquished ownership. We should expect that God will 

hold us accountable for how we use the possessions he has given to use.  

Chick Lane, in his book Ask, Thank, Tell, cautions against our false sense of ownership. He quotes Harry Wendt, 

“No longer is the question, ‘How much of my money should I give to God?’ Now the question is, ‘How much of 

God’s money do I dare keep for myself?’” Chick’s second caution is about the false notion that we have what we 

have because we deserve it, or because we have earned it by our own hard work. He quotes Deuteronomy 8:18, 

“But remember the Lord you God, for it is he who gives you power to get wealth.” Rather than taking credit for 

what we have, we might want to be asking what God wants us to do with what he has given to us.  

Following these two cautions, Chick Lane calls us to two celebrations, “First, we should celebrate the fact that 

God has named us stewards.” It is an honor and privilege to serve God by caring for what belongs to him. 

“Second, we should celebrate the fact that our creator God promises to be with us when we go out in God’s 

name…. God provides us generously with the resources we need to do what God calls us to do.”  

Our possessions, our money, our time, our lives, all belong to God. God has given to us freely with no strings 

attached, but God still owns the entire earth and all that is in it.  God’s desire always is to be in relationship with 

us.  Stewardship of our time, talents, and possessions helps 

us to grow in that relationship. And that is something to truly 

celebrate! 

~Pastor Karen Young Trenne 
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FISHER NEWS 

BYGLAND NEWS 

The BLC youth group will be hosting a rummage and 
vendor sale on Saturday, May 18. More details to follow. 
Anyone who would like to make a donation of gently used items may 
do so by contacting Becky Egeland at 701-739-1784.  

March 4th & 5th : 9:00 AM Quilting 
March 20th : 9:00 AM WELCA Bible 

Study 
March 25th & 26th : 9:00 AM Quilting  

BOOK CLUB NEWS 

Book club members will begin their 17th season by 

meeting at the church at 7:00 on March 25.  At that          

 meeting we will be discussing our winter reads and 

 will also set the reading schedule for the new  

season.  Bring your title ideas, and come prepared for a 

 good time.  Remember - new members are always 

       welcome!  
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www.PathwaysBibleCamps.org 218.227.5107 Pathways@PathwaysBibleCamps.org  

Our mission is to offer unique environments where God    

 

June 23-28 Junior High Classic Wet & WILDerness 
July 28-August 2 Middle School    

  Classic Wet & WILDerness 
August 4-9 Elementary Classic 

 

 March 16th, 2019 is the deadline for Early Bird 
Discount!! 

 

 Brochures are in the Narthex at both Churches  
 

Pulled Pork Fundraising Luncheon is         
rescheduled for March 10th.  

March 10th: 2-5 PM/March 31st: 2:30-5:30 PM                   
at the EGF VFW Post 3817                
312 DeMers Avenue, East Grand Forks 
All proceeds will go towards the Bygland Lutheran Church 
Youth Group Summer 2019 Mission Trip to Chicago, Illinois. 

Please join us and support the Youth Group!! 

March Special offering is Valley 

Memorial Homes Chaplaincy 
 

What does Chaplaincy Ministry provide for the residents of Valley Memorial 

Homes? 

Valley Memorial Homes provides for the physical, emotional and spiritual care 

of our residents. Spiritual care is provided through partnerships with your con-

gregation as well as    having two chaplains dedicated to serving residents, 

families and staff. They are Chaplain Gwenn Bazajou and Chaplain Suzi Grote. Worship services are offered 

throughout the week as well as on Sunday.  Bible studies, one-on-one visits and spiritual assessments are 

all an important part of spiritual care at Valley Memorial Homes. We want to thank you for all your prayers 

and financial support to our Chaplaincy Ministry Program.  
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An Invitation to Lent 

As disciples of Jesus, we are called to a discipline that contends 

against evil and resists whatever leads us away from love of God and 

neighbor. I invite you, therefore, to the discipline of Lent – self-

examination and repentance, prayer and fasting, sacrificial giving and 

works of love – strengthened by the gifts of word and sacrament. Let 

us continue our journey through these forty days to the great Three 

Days of Jesus’ death and resurrection.  

(Evangelical Lutheran Worship) 

 

Mid-week Lenten Worship  

The Prophets 

March 6, Ash Wednesday, 7:00, Fisher – Joel 

March 13, 7:00, Bygland – Isaiah 

March 20, 7:00, Fisher – Jeremiah 

March 27, 7:00, Bygland – Ezekiel, Hosea, Amos 

April 3, 7:00, Fisher – Habakkuk 

April 10, 7:00, Bygland – Zechariah 
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What is Mission Support? 

Mission Support is the portion of your          
congregation’s regular financial offering that is 
shared with your synod and the churchwide 
organization. These gifts are used where the 
need is the greatest, and they also make it  
possible for the ELCA’s 65 synods and the 
churchwide organization to maintain ongoing 
commitments to ministry partners. 
 

What guides the churchwide organization in 
its decisions regarding Mission Support? 

Voting members from across the ELCA meet  
as a churchwide assembly every three years  
to guide and direct the work of the         
churchwide organization. The ELCA Church 
Council is the interim legislative authority    
between assemblies. The churchwide         
rganization’s strategic priorities are aligned 
with the ELCA Future Directions 2025 that will 
emphasize congregational vitality and          
leadership development across our church. 
This includes accompanying the nearly 9,300 
ELCA congregations as growing centers for 
evangelical mission and building the capacity 
of this church for evangelical witness and    
service in the world to alleviate poverty and 
to work for justice and peace. 

How does my congregation benefit from 
Mission Support? 

Congregational vitality is enhanced through 
active participation in our church’s mission 
to share God’s love with the world. Stories  

 

 

 

 

of Faith in Action is filled with examples of 
how lives have been changed because of the 
generosity of ELCA members and                
congregations through Mission Support. This 
money funds the work of the synods, and 
some of the portion of Mission Support that 
is shared with the churchwide organization 
comes back to your congregation and synod 
in the form of services, programs, resources 
or grants. Typically, more than 90 percent of 
a congregation’s offering remains in the    
congregation to help pay for ministries,     
outreach, utilities and the building—
supporting your congregation’s vital presence 
in your community. 
 

What is the distinction between Mission 
Support and Always Being Made New: The 
Campaign for the ELCA? 

Mission Support is one way we act as a 
church together; we count on one another 
for the mutual work that Mission Support 
makes possible. Many ELCA members and             
congregations are called to give in other ways 
as well, and this is what Always Being Made 
New: The Campaign for the ELCA offers 
(ELCA.org/campaign). The campaign,            
approved by the 2013 Churchwide Assembly, 
is a way for us to do more, together, through 
designated gifts to the ministry priorities we 
are most passionate about, above and         
beyond regular offerings through our         
congregation. Campaign gifts are tracked and 
spent separately from the Mission Support 
budget. The Campaign for the ELCA is an      
Investment in the future of the ELCA and an 
extension of our mission and ministry           
together. 

Frequently Asked Questions 
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Fisher Bygland Lutheran Parish 

Pastor Karen Young Trenne 

209 2nd St. S.    P.O. Box 127    Fisher, MN  56723 

Parish Office:  218-891-4632  

Pastor Karen’s Cell:  701-610-3543 

Messenger Editor:  Jami Egeland office@fisherbygland.org 

www.fisherbygland.org 
 

Bygland Council Meeting Highlights 
 

Devotions were led by Pastor Karen 

Reports were received from the Secretary, Treasurer, Financial Secretary, and Pastor.  

In old business we discussed updates to our membership roster; constitution           

updates; elevator updates to keep us in compliance with state regulations, which 

have now been completed; and installation of a moisture sensor provided by Church 

Mutual Insurance which has now been completed. 

In new business we approved a needed repair to the organ brought to our attention 

by Jane Traub; we discussed weather closing notification procedures, approving a   

Bygland Facebook page and website updates; we discussed a possible resolution in 

opposition to later term abortion on demand; and we reviewed the committee        

assignments.  

The next Council meeting will be March 13, 2019 at 8:00, following Lenten worship. 

The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

Fisher Council Meeting Highlights 

The Fisher Lutheran Church Council meeting scheduled for February 20, was          

postponed due to the weather until February 27th.  


