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Newsletter for the Fisher Bygland Lutheran Parish Lutheran Parish   February,  2019

From the Pastor’s desk... THE MESSENGER 
2019 A Year of Stewardship – Mission and Stewardship 

February is the month that our parish receives special offerings for Global Mission. 

We support missionaries Anne and Willie Langdji, regional representatives for     

Madagascar, West and Central Africa. Anne and Willie recently asked for our prayers 

for peace in the region where they live and serve. During their visit to Grand Forks in July of 2018, 

Anne and Willie told of how the work of the church continues in the face of political and social        

upheaval. Churches continue to worship, education is happening, and development work           

continues, in the face of those who would disrupt these activities. God has provided Anne and  

Willie with     servant hearts. They are relying upon us to help them do this vital work for the sake 

of the Gospel. 

Mission is the work that God has given us to do. Fisher and Bygland each have a mission          

statement. Fisher’s is: “As children of God, we invite all people to journey with us as we worship, 

grow in faith and serve in Jesus’ name.” Bygland’s is: “We are God’s work in progress, with hearts 

lifted to God in trust and praise and with hands extended to serve in Jesus’ name.” These        

statements are short enough to remember, and broad enough to cover a lot of ground.  Each of 

these statements helps us to focus on who we are and what we are called to do. We belong to 

God. We serve the world in Jesus’ name.  We worship, give praise, and grow in faith. This is the 

heart of stewardship. 

Stewardship is everything we do after we say, “I believe.” Anne and Willie are stewards of all the 

gifts that God has given them. They are called to share the Good News with people who are living 

with great uncertainty. You and I are also stewards of all the gifts God has given to us. We are 

called to share the Good News with the people in our lives, many of whom live with great            

uncertainty as well. Thankfully we do not live in a war zone, but we also experience uncertainty. 

The recent federal government shut down is an example. Our lives can be disrupted without any 

warning. Our income can change in the blink of an eye. We can get a new diagnosis. Our family can 

change quickly. In the face of all this uncertainty, God calls us to rely upon him. God calls us to     

depend on his mercy and grace. God calls us to support one another as Jesus offered support to 

his disciples.  

This is the heart of stewardship. Stewardship is not about paying dues as members of the church in 

order to keep the church afloat. Stewardship is about living our lives in service, grateful for all the 

gifts that God has bestowed upon us, dependent on others to share the gifts that God has chosen 

to give to them and withhold from us. During this month of February,  let us share our gifts, and 

receive the gifts of others, as a way of sharing our mission to be the hands and feet  

of Jesus.  Amen. 

~Pastor Karen Young Trenne 
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PARISH NEWS 

FISHER NEWS 

BYGLAND NEWS 

The BLC youth group will be hosting a rummage and vendor sale on 
Saturday, May 18. More details to follow. Anyone who would like to 
make a donation of gently used items may do so by contacting Becky 
Egeland at 701-739-1784.  

 

 

Feb. 4th & 5th Quilting at 9:00 AM 

Feb. 20th Bible Study at 9:00 AM  

     By Night and Day:  

“Coming to Faith in Jesus” 

Feb. 25th & 26th Quilting at 9:00 AM  

Giving Hearts Day  

February 14th 
You can make a difference by giving online at www.givingheartsday.org,      

 www.riverviewhealth.org, or www.kroxam.com during the 24 hour Online Fundraiser 

on Thursday February 14th, 2017.  All donations of $10 or more, up to the initial 

$75,000 will be matched by Dakota Medical Foundation and other generous donors.  

Annual Meetings  
 

Fisher ~  
Feb. 3rd 

 

Bygland ~  
Rescheduled for  

Feb. 10th  
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Schwan’s 
Cares 

   
 

The Bygland Lutheran Church Youth Group (BLCYG) has launched 

a fundraising campaign to raise money to go towards their 
Summer 2019 Mission trip to Chicago, IL.  If you or someone you 

know regularly shops with Schawn’s or are interested in 
supporting our cause, use the following link:                                     

https://www.schwans-cares.com/c/44085 

How it Works: 
Fundraiser runs from January 6 –February 20, 2019: 

20% of Schwan’s product sales will be donated to BLCYG. 
40% of eCertificates donated to BLCYG (electronic gift card – online only; limit 

1 per customer, per campaign) 
Funds will continue to be raised February 21 – May 17, 2019 

5% on Schwan’s product sales donated to BLCYG 
All orders must be placed through the Schwan's Cares site. 

This is a nationwide fundraiser, so if you know anyone else who regularly shops 

with Schwan's or who you think might be interested in supporting our cause, 
please pass along the link! http://schwans.flipgive.com/f/19828 
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www.PathwaysBibleCamps.org 218.227.5107 Pathways@PathwaysBibleCamps.org  

Our mission is to offer unique environments where God    

encounters people and renews them to live lives of love.  

PathwaysBibleCamps.org 

June 23-28 Junior High Classic Wet & 
WILDerness 

July 28-August 2 Middle School    
  Classic Wet & WILDerness 

August 4-9 Elementary Classic 

 

 March 16th, 2019 is the deadline for Early Bird Discount!! 
 
 
 

 Brochures       
are in the 
Narthex at 

both 
Churches  
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Fisher Bygland Lutheran Parish 

Pastor Karen Young Trenne 

209 2nd St. S.    P.O. Box 127    Fisher, MN  56723 

Parish Office:  218-891-4632 Pastor Karen’s Cell:  701-610-3543 
 

Messenger Editor:  Jami Egeland office@fisherbygland.org 

www.fisherbygland.org 

 

Bygland Council Meeting Highlights 
Devotions were led by Pastor Karen 

Reports were received from the Secretary, Treasurer, Financial Secretary, and Pastor.  

In old business we discussed our membership roster, installation of a moisture sensor provided by 

Church Mutual Insurance, a new pest control contract, elevator updates, and a new wedding policy 

was approved 

In new business we prepared a 2019 budget to be presented to the congregation at the annual 

meeting. A request to use the fellowship hall following worship on February 10th was approved. 

The Annual Meeting day will be Jan.27, 2019 following worship. 

The next Council meeting will be February 13, 2019 at 7:30. 

The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

Fisher Council Meeting Highlights 
Devotions were led by Pastor Karen. 

Reports were received from the Secretary, Treasurer, Financial Secretary, and Pastor.  

Committees: 

Parsonage Committee – review of Truhome report 

Nominating Committee – update on progress 

Old Business:  

A new wedding policy was approved. 

Constitution needs to be ready for the annual meeting. 

Budget update – Crookston Conference dues were reviewed 

New Business 

Annual meeting agenda was reviewed 

Compensation for snow shoveling for the entrances was set. 

Thank you notes and letters have been received from various organizations that our congregation 

has contributed to. 

A contribution to the Youth Group for preparing the dinner for the annual meeting was approved. 

Annual meeting will by February 3 following the 11:00 worship. 

Next meeting will be February 20, 2019 7:30 pm. 

The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
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Celebrate ELCA Missionaries 
and Young Adults in Global Mission 

 
Each year, more than 225 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
(ELCA) missionaries, including Young Adults in Global Mission, 

serve in more than 40 countries around the world. They are sent by 
the ELCA in response to invitations from our companion churches 
and serve in a variety of roles, working alongside our companions 
to proclaim the gospel, raise up leaders, care for those in need and 

learn new ways of being church together. 
This February, join us in celebrating and supporting our 

church’s missionaries! No matter who they are or where they serve, 
every missionary needs your prayers, support and gifts to live out 

their ministry. 
Fisher and Bygland Support Anne and Willie Langdji, regional      
representatives for Madagascar, West and Central Africa.  

Together, we are building 

up Christ’s global church. 
Learn more at  
ELCA.org/missionaries 
community.elca.org/globalchurch  
800-638-3522 

ELCA 
P.O. Box 1809  
Merrifield, VA 22116-8009 

Give now: 
Make checks payable to Fisher or Bygland  and 
note “ELCA Global Mission” on the memo line. 


