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Newsletter for the Fisher Bygland Lutheran Parish        February 2018

From the Pastor’s desk... 

THE MESSENGER 
2018 – A Year of Worship 

Gathering – Part One 

Each week God calls us together as a community of worshipers. Every Sunday morning, when I enter the         

sanctuary, I look out into the pews and there are people there! Sometimes there are a lot, sometimes a few. But it 

really is a miracle that there are any people there at all. There are so many other things that you could be doing 

with your Sunday mornings. I know a growing number of people, including members of my own family, who say 

that they believe in God, identify themselves as Christian, but do not belong to a congregation and do not worship 

on a regular basis. So, I truly am amazed when the Holy Spirit has called together a group of people, who may not 

otherwise choose to be together, for the purpose of offering worship to God! 

We arrive with the burdens of the week on our shoulders: an argument with a loved one, difficulties at work or 

school, health issues, struggles with addiction, worry about our loved ones and our world. We start worship by 

recognizing what we bring to worship, our broken and sinful selves. We can do this in two ways, by offering our 

confessions or by remembering our baptism. Either way, we claim the love and forgiveness given to us in the gift 

of baptism.  

Martin Luther encouraged Christians to regularly offer confession. It is important and helpful to confess and      

recognize that we need God’s forgiveness and grace. I usually run through the list of the seven deadly sins (pride, 

greed, lust, envy, anger, gluttony, and sloth) in my silent prayers during the confession. I recognize that I am guilty 

of all of them. Then I have the honor and privilege of declaring forgiveness in the name of Jesus. This privilege is 

given through the office of the keys, the authority which Christ gave to his church to forgive the sins of those who 

repent and declare to those who do not repent that their sins are not forgiven based upon John 20:23, “If you   

forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained,” and Mathew 18:18, 

“Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall 

be loosed in heaven.” 

The hymnal, Evangelical Lutheran Worship, introduced Thanksgiving for Baptism as an alternative to Confession 

and Forgiveness. The focus of the Thanksgiving is on the power of God given to us in baptism. We remember how 

the Spirit has moved over and used water to cleanse and give new life. We praise God for the gift of baptism and 

call for the Spirit to renew our lives. I like to use the Thanksgiving for baptism during the season of Easter as a   

reminder of the resurrection promise in baptism. 

You may notice that whether we are using the Confession and Forgiveness or the Thanksgiving for Baptism, I take 

my place at the font. This is a reminder that as we gather for worship, we gather around the font. We remember 

the promises of baptism and are washed clean from the sin that wants to cling to us. We are then ready to enter 

into the joy of prayer, praise, and adoration! 

Next month I will continue in the Gathering with the Greeting, Kyrie,  

and Hymn of Praise.  Until then I hope to see you in worship! 

 

-Pastor Karen 
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PARISH NEWS 

 Bible Study 
7:00 PM  

February 5th at Bygland 

February 12th at Fisher 

February 26th at  

Bygland 

Equipping Congregations Days 
ABOUT THE EVENT 

All are welcome!!  Congregation Members, Council 

Officers (especially Treasurers),  Worship & Youth 

Leaders, Pastors…  Everyone!!  Join us for a day of 

learning as we equip ourselves for the complexity 

that is ministry! Many Workshops will be offered 

with topics including: 

 Council Training 

 Treasurer Training 

 Hospitality Training and much more! 

If your interested in going to this event contact  

Pastor Karen.  

February is Global Mission Offering Month. Envelopes will be available at worship to 

support our missionaries, Anne and Willie Langdji, and the global mission efforts of 

the ELCA.  

ELCA missionaries have helped establish growing churches throughout the world. As a 

result, we are now part of a much larger story — a global community of more than 70 

million Lutherans in 79 countries. In this dynamic church, we walk with our sisters and 

brothers in Christ to share God’s love far and wide.  

Your generous gifts support this work to build up Christ’s church by sending              

missionaries and volunteers, training leaders, planting new churches and growing     

existing ones. Yet there are always new invitations and opportunities to spread the 

good news.   

Please join us in God’s amazing work.  

Help grow the Lutheran   church around the world:  
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BYGLAND NEWS 

FISHER NEWS 

Feb. 5th & 6th 9:00 

AM Quilting 

Feb. 21st 9:00 AM Bi-

ble Study 

Feb. 26th & 27th 9:00 

AM Quilting  

Faith Community Nurse 
 
 2017 brought grant writing efforts towards the purchase and  

installation of an AED.  We were granted 1/2 the cost of        
purchase from Halstad Telephone Company and installation is 
complete. 

 The Faith Community Nurse Program worked with the UND     
College of Nursing to hold a health fair, BP clinic and start a 
Walk to Bethlehem activity promotion.  There was good            
attendance for all.  We were also able to be a site for them to 
use us as a clinical site and for them to conduct a community as-
sessment on the church.  This   assessment brought some great 
information to be use in future  programming at the church. 

 Goals for 2018 will be to get a dedicated Faith Community Nurse 
area set up for current education throughout the year, to hold 
another BP clinic, have an AED training in February and to have 
health minded    education activities throughout the year.  

Bygland Annual Meeting 

February 4th -  

Following Worship at  

     12:20 PM  
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BYGLAND MINUTES  

Bygland Lutheran Church 
 
We are God's work in progress, with hearts lifted to God in trust and praise and with 
hands extended to serve in Jesus' name. 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 

Unofficial/Unapproved  
Council Meeting Minutes 

January 14, 2018 
 

Members present:  Roger Moe, Randy Moe, Pastor Karen, Eric Egeland, Ronnie Thor-
son, Troy Pecka and Marsha Ketring 
Members absent:  Karen Ebertowski, Haley Thorson, Alan Halvorson, Sheila Wurden, 
and Pam Robertson 
Call to Order 
The council meeting was called to order by Council President Roger Moe at 10:10 a.m.  
The unscheduled meeting was held because the regular scheduled meeting for Wednes-
day, January 10, 2018 was cancelled because of inclement weather.  Pastor Karen shared 
a prayer to begin the meeting.   
Treasurer's Report 
Randy Moe provided a balance sheet for December.  A motion to approve the treasurer's 
report was made by Ronnie Thorson and seconded by Troy Pecka.  All were in favor, mo-
tion carried.  
 
     New Business 
     The council reviewed the 2017 proposed and actual budgets  
     and prepared a proposed 2018 budget to present at the  
     annual meeting .  A motion to approve the proposed budget  
     was made by Marsha Ketring and seconded by Ronnie  
     Thorson.  All were in favor, motion carried.   
     Meeting adjourned. 
     Submitted by Marsha Ketring in the absence of Haley  
     Thorson, BLC Council Secretary 
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Fisher Bygland Lutheran Parish 

Pastor Karen Young Trenne 

209 2nd St. S.    P.O. Box 127    Fisher, MN  56723 

Parish Office:  218-891-4632 Pastor Karen’s Cell:  701-610-3543 
 

Messenger Editor:  Jami Egeland office@fisherbygland.org 
www.fisherbygland.org 

 

FISHER MINUTES 

Fisher Lutheran Church Council Minutes 

1-3-18 

Members Present- Pastor Karen, Nancy McDonald, Darryl Quern, Sheryl Tinkham, Danielle Groton, 

Pres. Ken Miller, Reed Tinkham, Chad Knutson, Travis Schwarz, Gail Kasowski, Amanda Holte, Dave 

Radi. 

Called to order @ 7:35 pm 

Pastor Karen Led Devotions. 

The Faith Community Nurse, Danielle Groton, presented the new AED for the Church.  The Church 

received the grant from Halstad Telephone Company. The grant covered half of the purchase price of 

the AED.  Danielle will be doing an AED training on February 4 after the 9:00 am worship. 

Secretary’s Report- The minutes for December were reviewed by the council and approved.  Motion 

to approve: Darryl Q., Second by Reed T. 

Treasurer’s Report- The report was reviewed by the council and approved.  Motion to approve: Travis 

Schwarz, Second by Chad Knutson. 

Pastor’s Report- The report was presented by Pastor Karen. There were no statistical reports for the 

month of December. 

Parsonage Report- The report was presented by Gail Kasowski.  Gail stated that the current renters 

will be moving out on February 28, 2018. 

Nominating Committee- The nominating committee is currently looking for 3 new council members 

to start in 2018. 

Old Business- Pastor Karen made a request to have Sue Bjornson to address the Congregation on the 

Sunday of the Annual meeting to present a Building Campaign Fund for Valley Memorial Homes. 

New Business- The Council worked on the 2018 budget for the Church.  A motion to approve the 

2018 budget was made by Sheryl Tinham, Second by Gail Kasowski.  Motion passed. 

Pastor Karen gave the council information on Vanco Payment Solutions. 

The Annual Meeting will be on January 28 at 12:30 pm. 

Next Council Meeting will be February 7 at 7:30 pm. 

The Lord’s Prayer was said. 

Meeting adjourned at 10:05 pm. 
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                 January 6, 2018,  

Dear friend of Pathways and Outdoor Ministry,  

We write to you on this Feast Day of Epiphany (in this wonderful season of Epiphany) with a special invitation to 
support cross-cultural, ecumenical Bible Camp opportunities in Northern Minnesota. On the feast of Epiphany we 
remember the Magi--otherwise known as Wise Men from the East--who travelled from afar to pay homage to the 
Holy Family in Bethlehem. The Magi followed Jesus' star at its rising, and came to Bethlehem to worship him. The 
Wise Men from the East crossed cultures and customs as they were drawn to the Christ Child.  

Many have been drawn to the Christ child at a cultural crossroads these past three years. The Episcopal Church in 
Minnesota's Department of Indian Work and Pathways and Lutheran Outdoor Ministries have worked together to 
support camping opportunities for children and youth from the Leech Lake and White Earth Reservations. Last year 
18 youth attended summer camp, and 25 youth and adult chaperones participated in a five-day "Summer in the 
City" mission trip to Minneapolis.  Those grant funds have been used up.  

Now, an anonymous Lutheran Church related foundation has stepped up, offering to match up to $5000 in desig-
nated contributions to Pathway's "Ojibwe Episcopal Partnership camp ministry." As the Episcopal Church in MN 
and Pathways enters the fourth year of their historic partnership, we have opportunity to raise up to $10,000, 
substantially growing this vital ministry, where "Pathways offers unique environments where God encounters 

We know that you are given several invitations to support the general operating fund of Pathways several times 
each year.  Any and all giving past, present and future to the Pathways general operating fund is so very much ap-
preciated!  This is simply an exciting additional opportunity to make a huge difference in the lives of some 
youth who otherwise would not have the opportunity to attend camp.  It is also an opportunity for Pathways and 
the church we represent to be a more cross-cultural church.     

Donations will be received until March 4th of 2018, where the total raised will be announced at the Pathways 
Annual Meeting.  

   You can mail your donation to: 
   Pathways Lutheran Outdoor Ministries 
   P.O. Box 627 
   Moorhead, MN 56561-0627 

    
Please note "Ojibwe Episcopal Partnership" or "OEP" in the memo line of your check. 

Che Miigwech, 

Steve Peterson                                                         Mark R. Olson 

Executive Director, Pathways Bible Camps           Faith Lutheran Church, Bagley, MN 
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Midweek Lenten Series: Beneath the Cross of Jesus 

We live our lives beneath the cross of Jesus, beneath God’s manifold love 

and grace that reach to us even from Calvary. Based on the hymn 

“Beneath the cross of Jesus”, this series explores what it means for us to 

abide at the foot of the cross, to cling to the rock of our salvation, to 

dwell in the house of the Lord, and to confess our sins and receive God’s forgiveness. 

Wednesday, February 21: Beneath the cross of Jesus I long to take my stand 

We gather with the disciples, with Mary and the other women, with the soldiers, and with the pass-

ersby at the foot of the cross. As he faced death, Jesus tried to prepare his disciples for what was to 

come. He knew that, like Peter, we long to claim that we will never deny our Lord, that we will never 

lose our faith beneath the cross. Jesus proclaims to the disciples and to us: “Take courage; I have con-

quered the world!” You are invited to bring crosses displayed in your homes for worship this week. 
 

Wednesday, February 28: The shadow of a mighty rock within a weary land 

Images of Plymouth Rock or the Rock of Gibraltar connote strong foundations and mighty power. In a 

popular game, rock smashes scissors but is overcome by a simple sheet of paper. How often do the 

cares and weariness of life drape themselves over the rocks of wealth or prestige or anything else to 

which we cling, revealing them as shaky, sandy foundations on which to build our lives? God alone is 

our rock and our salvation. You are invited to bring a small rock with you to worship, it may be a rock 

that has special meaning for you or it may be a small stone from your driveway. 
 

Wednesday, March 7: A home within a wilderness, a rest upon the way 

Where is your home? Perhaps a farmhouse in the middle of a wind-swept field, or an apartment 

overlooking a city skyline, or a plot of land that has been in your family for generations, or a house 

you moved into just yesterday. Wherever our earthly homes lay, our true dwelling place remains with 

God. For this week you are invited to bring a picture of your home to worship. 
 

Wednesday, March 14: From my contrite heart, with tears 

From the depths of our hearts we cry to God, confessing our sins. Even from the cross, Jesus cries, 

“Father, forgive them!” We are surrounded by grace, showered with the forgiveness and love of God 

shown to us on the cross. This night you will be given a paper heart for worship.  
 

Wednesday, March 21: I take, O cross, your shadow for my abiding place 

What does it mean to abide at the foot of the cross? How does it change our lives knowing that God 

loved us so much that God died for us? Jesus calls us to take up our cross and follow him into a world 

desperately in need of a rock, a home, and forgiveness. You are again invited to bring a cross from 

your home for worship this week. 
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